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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 2008 MEETING- Next meeting SEPTEMBER 18, 2008
Attendees: 32 PLUS 2 BOARD MEMBERS
CLUB OFFICERS:

President/Newsletter Editor: Roger Horrom 
12683 Shepherd Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63033 
314-838-9755

rhorrom@mindspring.com
Vice-president: 
Bill Mathews 
1024 Amsterdam 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
636-227-6266 wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: 
Gloria Umrath,
 856 Prigge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63138  
(No phone)

Secretary: (Position Unfilled)
MEETING MINUTES: The 295TH      meeting began a little after 7:30 PM. First time attendees Ray Taylor and Joe Keys were welcomed to the meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, was not at the meeting so I presented the treasurer’s report and it was approved as read. Many items were discussed and the details follow:
CIVIL WAR: Member, Tom Vanlueven, gave his presentation about the Civil War battles that took place in Missouri. Tom had a chart he made of the location of all the battles in Missouri and told about the troop sizes involved in each battle. He mentioned that perhaps some of these locations might prove to be a spot to metal detect if one was to get appropriate permission from local land owners. We want to thank Tom for the time he spent putting together this presentation for the members.
SEPTEMBER THEME: SUCCESSFUL DETECTING METHODS: At the September meeting, the theme will be Successful Detecting Methods. This includes tips, hints, equipment, permission methods, record keeping, target retrieval, safety procedures, and any other subjects related to being successful while out metal detecting. I will bring in some things to go over and I hope that each of you will participate by providing information about some of the things that have helped you to be successful in your metal detecting endeavors. Bring in some of the equipment you might own or have invented that you use while detecting. You all probably have some good ideas, suggestion, hints, tips and so forth you would like to share with other members-especially the newer ones just getting started in the hobby. This can be a very interesting meeting and may provide each of us with some new information and guidance in making our metal detecting outings more successful. Plan on participating and sharing the wealth of metal detecting information that I know many of you have and are willing to share with others.

PINPOINTERS: At the September meeting, we have demos of metal detecting pin pointers. These are the tool many of us have that we use to help us pinpoint a target in the hole when retrieving that target. If you own one and would like to give a demonstration on using it and tell us a bit about it, bring it to the September meeting and we will be happy to hear you tell us all the good things about owning one (or the bad things). 
FALL HUNT-2008:  At the August meeting, member Mike Moutray, huntmaster for this year’s Fall Hunt, brought us up to date on the status of the Fall Hunt. The planning is complete and Mike has purchased the necessary coins for the hunt. Even though silver prices have dropped a bit recently, Mike still had to pay 12 times face for silver. There was a hunt flyer included with last month’s newsletter, so be sure to look it over to see what we have planned. We plan on burying coins on the Saturday before the hunt starting about 9:00AM, and we can use volunteers for that and for setting up the park for the next day’s hunt. There will be three hunts again this year which include: a Numbered Target Hunt, a Surprise Hunt, and the Main Hunt. All hunts will include a gold coin (two in the Main Hunt) and lots of good targets. The Club will again provide the hamburgers, hot dogs, and sodas for the pot luck picnic lunch. Members are asked to bring a food item to share and the creator of the one voted to be the best will be awarded a prize. During registration which starts at 9:00 AM on hunt day all attendees will pay a $5.00 park use fee and a $7.00 Main Hunt fee to help pay to put more targets into the Main Hunt. (Note: at the August meeting, we discussed the amount of the Main Hunt fee with members and it was voted to keep it the same as last year). I hope you all have set aside the 21st so that you can attend this hunt. Come prepared for the weather as the hunt will be held rain or shine. Bring some small bills to buy raffle tickets and pay for registration as this helps to avoid having to break a large bill. Mike has always done a great job in producing past hunts and I know this one will be no exception. I have received word that the bridge which was being repaired on the outer road leading to the hunt site from the south has been completed so you may come to the park from either direction. Don’t forget that your club dues need to be paid up to date to participate in the Fall Hunt. September renewal members are ok to participate.
HOBBY/COLLECTION NIGHT: The theme for the August meeting was Hobbies and Collections. Several members brought examples of the hobbies and collections they enjoy and told members about them. There were some very interesting items on display including Kathy Simon’s great paintings. She is quite an artist and very talented as her paintings show. Mary Horrom displayed her collection of cameos, some of her many angels from her angel collection, and the Avon doll bottles which she enjoys collecting. Bob Wilderman had an interesting array of old packs of cigarettes. Some of the brands displayed many of us had not even heard of, yet alone, ever seen. Jim Simon displayed his hand made wood carvings and his metal butterflies, hobbies he took up while Kathy does her paintings. Doug Bierce brought in his fossil collection that he and his sons found while traveling through the western states. I brought in my wooden nickel and token collections and gave some information out about them. I apologize if I missed mentioning anyone else that brought in their collections, but I failed to write everyone’s name down in my notes.
CLUB WEBSITE: Let me know if you have anything you would like to include on the club website-stories, finds, photos, etc. Check out the site at:

www.midwestcoinshooters.com

EXCESS LIBRARY MAGAZINE: We gave away some more free metal detecting magazines at the July meeting and still have some left to give away. I will bring more magazines to the September meeting to be given away.
FINDS OF THE MONTH: The August finds of the month contest had the following winners:
Oldest U.S. Coin:

1889 Indian head cent
Mike Moutray

Most Valuable U.S. Coin

1907 Indian head cent
Roger Boss

Most Valuable Item:
Gold ring
Joe Wyhs

Oddity:

Missouri chauffeur’s license
Mike Cundiff

Consolation Prize

Lump Brass
Bob Powell

50/50 winner: Joe Keys
Silver coin winners: Joe Keys,
Ken Howell, Kelly Faust (2), Bob Powell, Mike Moutray (2) 
Five members won silver dimes

IIIINOIS AND IOWA NEWSLETTER:

The newsletter “Dirty Five”, of the Illinois and Iowa Treasure Hunter’s Club, Inc. provided our club with some publicity in their most recent publication. My article about the help our club provided at the archaeology study of the Civil War battle that took place in Boonville, MO was published in their newsletter. David Moeller who lives in Davenport Iowa is the editor of their newsletter and our clubs exchange copies of our club newsletters. Their club has 65 members and their club operates in a similar manner as ours. They have a great find of the month contest, currently have a Buried Lead Bar contest where clues are given in each monthly newsletter with the first member to find the hidden bar winning a prize, they have monthly hunts and include picnics as part of the event, and they have monthly meeting raffles. I will have a copy of their newsletter at the next meeting if you care to read it.
FMDAC UPDATE: I emailed the latest issue of the FMDC Quest to those on my email list. The FMDAC Fall Convention and Treasure Expo will be held October 10, 11, 12 in Wildwood Crest, New Jersey. I will have a hunt flyer available at the September meeting.
FUTURE ACTIVITIES: With the end of the year quickly approaching, it is time to think about what the club should look forward to for the rest of this year and for 2009. I am anticipating that the treasury will be in good shape and will be able to pass on more information after the Fall Hunt is completed and all cash outlays and incomes are accounted for. As of now, I do not have a theme set up for our October meeting. If there is something you want to see done at the meeting let me know and we can plan it into that night. Have you been satisfied with the idea of having a monthly theme for the meetings? Do you wish to see them continued in 2009 and if so I could use some suggestions as to ideas for the themes. These do not necessarily need to be related directly to metal detecting. Do you want to see more speakers and presentations and if so, what subjects would you like to see presented. Do you have something that you, or a couple of you working as a team, would like to present at a meeting? I am open to any suggestions and all are welcome. The more interesting we make each meeting, the more members that will attend and the more new members we are likely to attract. I have been keeping up the website and would certainly appreciate more input from our members in the way of stories and articles that we could put on the site. Maybe some photos of your recent finds and the story behind finding them would be good. It is your website, and I am happy to include your items on the site. We will, of course, plan on having a Fall Hunt next year, and it is never too early to be thinking about this highlight event of the year. We are always looking for someone to step forward to serve as huntmaster. You don’t need to have experience in putting on the Fall Hunt as we have many club members who will be more than happy to help you out. Be thinking about what and how you want to see the club continue to grow and to provide the experience you look forward to each month. As you know, the club relies on all its members to make it successful, and it is only with the generosity of its members through the donation of their time, money, energy, participation, and support that our club will continue to remain something that we all enjoy.  
INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: The informal group hunt for August was on Sunday the 24th at Fairgrounds Park. We had a good turn out. Dan Forth and myself managed to find a Mercury dime each, but that is all the older coins that I know of that were found.  The informal group hunt for September will be on the 14th, the Sunday before the next meeting, at Blanchette Park located in St. Charles at on Randolph Street. We have found older coins at this park in the past and hopefully we can find some more this time out. This is a good opportunity for newer members to learn from members with more experience how to use their detectors more effectively. 
BE SURE TO LOOK OVER THE FALL HUNT FLYER IN LAST MONTH’S NEWSLETTER.
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