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MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 2008 MEETING- Next meeting MARCH 20, 2008
Attendees: 22 PLUS 2 BOARD MEMBERS
CLUB OFFICERS:

President/Newsletter Editor: Roger Horrom 
12683 Shepherd Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63033 
314-838-9755

rhorrom@mindspring.com
Vice-president: 
Bill Mathews 
1024 Amsterdam 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
636-227-6266 wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: 
Gloria Umrath,
 856 Prigge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63138  
(No phone)

Secretary: (Position Unfilled)
MEETING MINUTES: The 290TH   meeting began at 7:30 PM. First time attendees Karen and Charlie Voigt and Bill Wantling were welcomed to the meeting by those in attendance. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, presented the treasurer’s report and it was approved as read. Many items were discussed and the details follow:
FALL HUNT-2008:  It is never too soon to begin planning for the 2008 Fall Hunt. As you know, I start early trying to get a member or two to step forward to volunteer to serve as huntmasters for the event. Let us know at the March meeting, or give a board member a call if you can’t make it to the meeting, if you wish to volunteer. There are many of our members with experience in putting on the Fall Hunt, so if you are bit hesitant about doing it, be sure that you will have plenty of help. As you all know silver and gold are quite high at the present time and we hope that it goes down a bit as the year progresses so the club can afford to buy a goodly amount to put out in the hunt. We will keep our eye on the price of silver and buy when we can get the best price-hopefully. 
FOREST PARK DETECTING:  Member Mike Moutray started off the meeting with the announcement that he had an encounter with the park rangers in Forest Park while out detecting just before the meeting. Seems a lady approached and said she worked for the park and that Mike could not metal detect there. She would not show identification and got quite belligerent with Mike. She did leave and Mike continued to hunt. In a short time, 3 park rangers confronted Mike and were not being very respectful of him. Mike spent thirty minutes talking with the rangers and eventually they backed off a bit on ordering him out of the park. Mike plans on getting with the Park ranger supervisor to talk with him as to why all of a sudden, metal detecting is off limits in the park after people have been doing it there for at least 30 years. He will report back to us the outcome of his meeting. Until then, it is suggested that you reconsider whether you want to metal detect in the park so that you don’t happen into a confrontation such as occurred with Mike. Hopefully, this will all get worked out and nothing will change and we can all continue to metal detect the park. 
PAY YOUR DUES WITH SILVER: I know we presented this in last month’s newsletter, but I feel that it is worth going over again. I was presented an idea by one of our club members on a possible way to accumulate some silver coins for the Fall Hunt. Many of you have at least some silver dimes, quarters, or halves that are just taking up space in that dresser drawer or some other place around the house. The idea being presented is this: club membership this year is $25.00 for each member and as way to pay for your membership, help the club obtain some silver coins, and to make you feel good at the same time, why not pay for your membership with some of those silver coins. Here’s the offer: knowing that silver is currently being bought at about 12 to 13 times face value, and knowing you could sell yours at this price, wouldn’t it make you feel good to accomplish three things all at one time? The club will accept thirty (30) silver dimes, thirteen (13) silver quarters, or six (6) silver halves as payment for your annual club dues. This figures out to be about eight times face value for your coins and at the same time offers each of you a chance to “donate” a little extra to the club by accepting the lower silver price. This idea is just an idea and we will talk about it at the February meeting to see if there is enough interest in it to pursue doing it. The silver coins taken in will be held for use in the Fall Hunt. Be reminded that if this idea is accepted and you participate in the program, that you examine any coins you sell to the club so that you don’t mistakenly sell some really “collectible” ones (unless you meant to do so). 

MARCH MEETING THEME: The “theme” for the March meeting is COIN COLLECTING, and Mike Moutray has volunteered to be the main presenter for the night. He will discuss all the aspects of coin collecting, including the history of coins, getting started, what coins to collect, how to display them and many other aspects of coin collecting in general. Feel free to bring in your coin collection if you have one and plan on participating in the discussion. If you have questions about coin collecting, Mike or other members will probably be able to help you. It should be a fun night and will help a lot of you to learn about the great hobby of coin collecting. Don’t forget that the detector demo for the meeting is Minelab detectors. Bring in your Minelab machine and plan on describing how it works, what you like or don’t like about, and ask some questions if you want to know more about Minelab detectors. 
REMAINING THEME NIGHTS: I am looking for a member or two to volunteer to serve as main presenters for other theme nights for this year. I will be doing the Research presentation for the April meeting, but I need presenters for May on Preservation and Restoration; July-Civil War night; September- Successful Metal Detecting Methods, and October we need an idea for the theme for the meeting. Let me know if you would like to serve as presenter for any of these nights and I will get you on the schedule. Of course, if there are a couple of you that wish to team up to do this, that is fine too. And remember, that for each theme night, members are invited to participate in any manner they wish either through presentations or by bringing in something to show and talk about.

CLUB NEWSLETTER: The newsletter will continue to be issued monthly and will be delivered by email or the U. S. Mail. Thanks to all of you that save the club the costs of producing and mailing out the newsletter by getting it by email. Let me know if you wish to be added to the email list.

CLUB LIBRARY: We have hundreds of extra/duplicate magazines that the club does not need. At the February meeting, methods were discussed as to what to do with the magazines. Some members said they would be happy to make a donation to the club treasury to get some of the magazines. We will also consider just giving them away to members that might want some them. I will be bringing them into future meetings to get rid of them.
CLUBWEBSITE: The club website is up and running. It is: www.midwestcoinshooters.com  . The site includes a photo gallery, newsletter page, club history, fall hunt info, detecting tips, articles, links, archives, calendar, and other related metal detecting information. I am still interested in receiving metal detecting stories and other metal detecting related information from our members to post on the website. Take photos of your recent finds and email them to me and I will post them on the sight. You might want to check out the photo gallery on the sight as I have posted photos from the Fall Hunt and our participation in the Boonville Missouri Civil War battlefield archaeology study for everyone to see. Got some good tips on metal detecting? We have a whole page dedicated to metal detecting tips on the website just waiting for your ideas. Remember, it is your website and to get the most value from it we should all participate in making it what we want it to be. 
FINDS OF THE MONTH:  The February Find-of-the Month contest had the following winners:
Oldest U. S. coin

1923 Mercury dime
Bob Teich
Most Valuable U. S. Coin

None turned in
Most valuable Item

Silver Ring
Kelly Faust
Oddity

Old brass Padlock
Mike Moutray

Consolation winner

Old Toy bus
Leonard Maierhoffer

Attendance Prize winners: 

Fifteen different winners of a silver dime each

50/50 winner: Bill Wantling
Silver coin winners: Bob Teich, Bob Wantling (3), Kelly Faust, Leonard Maierhoffer (2) 
CLUB PRESENTATION: On June 10, 2008 at 2:00 PM, our club will be giving a metal detecting presentation to a group of people (The Over 40 Group) at the St. Louis County Library in Ellisville. As it stands now, Bill Mathews and I will be giving it, but if there are any other members that wish to participate in this event, let me know. Bill and I gave this presentation to this group in the past and they enjoyed it so much they asked us to do it again. It is a lot of fun and gets the club some good publicity. 
FMDAC: Be thinking about whether you plan on supporting the FMDAC in 2008 by becoming a member. I have already received the FMDAC membership cards for those that joined at the November meeting and have mailed them to you or will have them at the February meeting. FMDAC dues continue at $5.00 and you may join at a meeting or send your payment to Gloria Umrath.
HUNT FLYERS FROM OTHER CLUBS: The club receives notices and hunt flyers throughout the year from other clubs that are putting on metal detecting hunts. I will be including these as I receive them in future newsletters.
-DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT THE CALENDAR OF EVENTS SECTION IN EACH ISSUE OF WESTERN AND EASTERN TREASURES MAGAZINE FOR ADDITIONAL HUNTS AND EVENTS BEING HELD DURING THE YEAR.

-WWATS Rally and Free Hunts; June 6-8, 2008 at Pine Riverside Park in Bayfield, Colorado-flyer available at the meetings.

BUDDY HUNT LIST: I have updated the Buddy Hunt List with the names of members who wish to be included on the list. So far it is only nine of us. I will have copies of the list at the future meetings. It is not too late to get your name on the list as I will have a form to fill out at the meeting. If you can’t make the meeting, drop me an email with: Times I can Hunt, your target interest (coins, etc), detector type you have, and other pertinent info and I’ll update the list. I make continuous additions to this list and will make new copies to hand out as changes warrant.

MEMBERSHIP DUES:
-Check your Club membership card to see when it will expire (or if it already has). The date shown on the card is the date that you most recently renewed your membership and the expiration date is one year from that date. So if your card has January 2007 on it, your dues are scheduled to be paid in January of 2008. Pay at the meeting or send a check to Gloria Umrath. Dues starting in January 2008 are $25.00 for first family member and $10.00 for each additional family member at the same address. If you do not plan on renewing, a call to a Board Member would be appreciated so that Club membership records may be kept up-to-date. I will continue to include a “reminder note” about dues payment as they come due in each member’s newsletter.

-Don’t forget that if you have something related to the hobby that you wish to sell or buy, give me a call (838-9755). 

INFORMAL GROUP HUNT:  There is no group hunt planned for March, but if the weather report looks good for the Sunday following the meeting, it may be decided at the meeting on a location to have one. If you have an idea for a place to hunt, bring it up at the meeting. An informal group hunt will be held the Sunday following each monthly meeting starting in April. The list for 2008 of locations we will hunt was included in last month’s newsletter. The informal group hunts provide a good opportunity for both the beginner detectorist and those with experience to learn more about all aspects of detecting. It gives everyone a chance to compare how different detectors work, how signals compare from machine to machine, and a chance to share in the camaraderie of participating in the hobby with others who share a common interest. You may arrive as early as you wish and stay as late as you want. All of the parks on the schedule have produced good finds in the past and while it is getting more difficult to come up with a large number of good old coins, there are still some there to be found. 
THE HARTFORD CASTLE: On Sunday, March 2nd, when it was up to 78 degrees, Drew Smith, his dad, and myself did some detecting in the Roxana and Hartford, Illinois parks. Drew found a nice gold ring and I managed to find one silver dime along with a bit of new coins. While waiting to meet up with Drew and his father in Hartford City Park, I was approached by a man and following a short introduction, I found out it was one of our past club members, “Doc” Eyers who lives just across the street from the park. Doc keeps an eye out for people detecting the park and takes the opportunity to meet up with them and talk about detecting. He had quite a few stories of his detecting adventures in and around Hartford. He caught my attention with one story about a home that was referred to by the local residents as the Hartford Castle. Doc related to me that the castle was located south of town and that it had quite past associated with it. He even mentioned that it was rumored to have served as a speakeasy and home for a mobster during the days of prohibition. As I had not yet met up with Drew and his dad, I told Doc that I was going to check out some other locations in Hartford to see if they were there. I eventually contacted Drew by cell phone and learned they were hunting a park in Roxana about a mile and a half from me. I met them there and we hunted a bit more before deciding to look for another location to detect. I mentioned the Hartford Castle story to them and Drew’s dad remembered hearing or reading something about the castle and the mobster affiliation. We drove back to Hartford and went to Doc’s house to get more details about the castle’s history and location. After talking with Doc and getting the specific directions to the site, we headed there to see about possibly detecting the area. It wasn’t hard locating the site and after talking to one of the nearby residents who didn’t seem to concerned about someone exploring the site, we parked near the entry to the location (a wooded and rather marshy area), and with detectors in hand, began to explore. (Just a note here that we not condone entering private property without proper permission). Entering the woods we soon came upon the remains of a bridge that appeared to span something similar to a moat. We went on into the site and eventually found the remains of the home’s foundation, a lengthy section of sidewalk running through the area, an old well, a concrete gazebo type structure and even the last remaining lion sculpture guarding the area. We tried detecting the site but were discouraged by the ground conditions and large amounts of trash. I researched the Hartford Castle on the internet when I got home and was amazed to read about its history. It was built by a Frenchman named Bizant for his wife in 1897. After her death he sold the castle and it went through various owners until it ended up burning down in the early 1970’s. To read all about the Hartford Castle and see some photos of the site, you may checkout the website: http://www.altonhauntings.com/hartford.html . Nature has reclaimed the grounds around the home quite extensively over the 30+ years the home has been gone with large trees, undergrowth, lots of waterlogged ground, and layers of fallen leaves. It might prove to be worth checking it out more with a detector during drier times and with more appropriate permission from the current property owners, but I will leave that up to you to decide.
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