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MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2008 MEETING- Next meeting FEBRUARY 21, 2008
Attendees: 28 PLUS 3 BOARD MEMBERS
CLUB OFFICERS:

President/Newsletter Editor: Roger Horrom 
12683 Shepherd Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63033 
314-838-9755

rhorrom@mindspring.com
Vice-president: 
Bill Mathews 
1024 Amsterdam 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
636-227-6266 wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: 
Gloria Umrath,
 856 Prigge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63138  
(No phone)

Secretary: (Position Unfilled)
CLUB CEO PASSES AWAY: It is with great sadness that I let all our club members know that our Club founder and chief executive officer, Roy Volker, has passed away. Roy fought a courageous battle against cancer, but lost that fight on January 29th, 2008. Roy was an adventurous individual throughout his life having pursued boxing, a career associated with music, and as we all know, a love of hunting for lost treasure. Roy spent many years exploring the waters off the coast of Florida in search of lost golden treasures. He also was St. Louis area White’s Metal Detectors distributor and was responsible for introducing many people to the hobby of metal detecting. With his enthusiasm for metal detecting and his desire to help people become interested and successful treasure hunters, he and others founded the White’s Midwest Coinshooters and Historical Club in 1980. Of course, our club is the continuation of that original endeavor. As many of you will remember, Roy would come to club meetings when he was not down in Florida and provide us with updates on his adventures looking for lost treasures. He might report that there had been some success on various occasions, while other times, the results were not so positive due to hurricanes in the area, boat or equipment problems, or just plain financial support. As we all know, treasure hunting does not come cheaply and though the big rewards may be hidden out there, they are not always that easy to find. Roy co-authored two treasure hunting books, Treasure Under your Feet” and “In the Wake of Golden Galleons”, and was responsible for writing articles on treasure hunting for magazines and other publications.  Roy was truly a great guy and many people remember him as a man passionate about his treasure hunting adventures. Many remember buying their first detector from Roy many years ago and what a positive influence he had on them by getting them into the hobby of metal detecting. Roy was a generous man, donating his time, energy, and detecting equipment in past club events. Roy will be missed and each of you are asked to keep Roy’s wife Margie and his children in your thoughts and prayers. We know that Roy is in that great place with his metal detector finding wonderful treasures for him and that hopefully he will leave a few for us to find when we join him on the everlasting treasure hunt. KEEP’EM BEEPING ROY.

MEETING MINUTES: The 289TH   meeting began at 7:30 PM. First time attendees John and Mike Moody and David Keding were welcomed to the meeting by those in attendance. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, presented the treasurer’s report and it was approved as read. Many items were discussed and the details follow:
FALL HUNT-2008:  It is never too soon to begin planning for the 2008 Fall Hunt. As you know, I start early trying to get a member or two to step forward to volunteer to serve as huntmasters for the event. Let us know at the February meeting, or give a board member a call if you can’t make it to the meeting, if you wish to volunteer. There are many of our members with experience in putting on the Fall Hunt, so if you are bit hesitant about doing it, be sure that you will have plenty of help. As you all know silver and gold are quite high at the present time and we hope that it goes down a bit as the year progresses so the club can afford to buy a goodly amount to put out in the hunt. We will keep our eye on the price of silver and buy when we can get the best price-hopefully. 
AN IDEA ON GETTING SILVER COINS: I was presented an idea by one of our club members on a possible way to accumulate some silver coins for the Fall Hunt. Many of you have at least some silver dimes, quarters, or halves that are just taking up space in that dresser drawer or some other place around the house. The idea being presented is this: club membership this year is $25.00 for each member and as way to pay for your membership, help the club obtain some silver coins, and to make you feel good at the same time, why not pay for your membership with some of those silver coins. Here’s the offer: knowing that silver is currently being bought at about 10 to 11 times face value, and knowing you could sell yours at this price, wouldn’t it make you feel good to accomplish three things all at one time? The club will accept thirty (30) silver dimes, thirteen (13) silver quarters, or six (6) silver halves as payment for your annual club dues. This figures out to be about eight times face value for your coins and at the same time offers each of you a chance to “donate” a little extra to the club by accepting the lower silver price. This idea is just an idea and we will talk about it at the February meeting to see if there is enough interest in it to pursue doing it. The silver coins taken in will be held for use in the Fall Hunt. Be reminded that if this idea is accepted and you participate in the program, that you examine any coins you sell to the club so that you don’t mistakenly sell some really “collectible” ones (unless you meant to do so). 

SILVER COIN RAFFLE: The silver coin raffle held for the first time at the January meeting went well. For the next five months the raffle will be giving away one silver dollar, two nice half dollars and four older silver quarters at each meeting-a total of seven prizes for each drawing. We had a good number of tickets sold and it is hoped that members continue to participate in this raffle by buying tickets at the meetings. Remember, these raffles represent a large portion of the money that goes into the club treasure to fund the Fall Hunt. We will continue to monitor the price of silver and should it drop a bit, we may consider taking the opportunity to buy some more of these types of coins to continue the raffle for the remainder of the year. We will discuss this at the February meeting.
CLUB NEWSLETTER: The newsletter will continue to be issued monthly and will be delivered by email or the U. S. Mail. Thanks to all of you that save the club the costs of producing and mailing out the newsletter by getting by email. Let me know if you wish to be added to the email list.

CLUB LIBRARY: I have worked on getting the club library completely organized and have developed a “numbered and cataloged” set of all the magazines and material in the library. We have hundreds of extra/duplicate magazines. I have contacted several clubs around the country to see if they are interested in buying any of the extra issues. While I have not had any successful sales, one club in Austin Texas was willing to paying for shipping the magazines to them if we would give them some. They wanted about 40 to 50 magazines. I package up 52 different issues of Western and Eastern Treasure and went to both UPS and the US post office. The package, as small as it was, still weighed in at about 17 pounds. I let them know that to ship them, it would cost $15 via UPS and $17 via US mail. They did indicate they wanted them and as of today, I shipped them the magazines and they are sending me a check for $25.00. I will pay the $15 shipping fees and the extra $10 will be put into the club treasury. It appears it is going to be too costly to try to sell or even give away this many magazines throughout the country, so I will be asking for your help at the February meeting for ideas on how to dispose of them.
COMMITTEES: I have not had much luck in trying to get various committees put into place, especially a presentation committee so that we can have meetings that provide more of an incentive for members to attend. I presented some ideas for meeting activities at the January meeting and I am not sure how these ideas were received. As a result, I have put together an agenda schedule for meeting activities and it is included in this newsletter. For these activities to be successful, I am asking for members to support them by participating in them any they can. Check out the schedule and if you have any suggested changes or additions that you would like to see incorporated into the meeting agendas, we can discuss it at the February meeting and revised the schedule if necessary. The Board is always open to suggestions from members on how to make the club better for everyone, so if you have any ideas to present bring them up at a meeting or drop me an email. This is your club and we want you all to get the most out of it.
CLUBWEBSITE: The club website is up and running. It is: www.midwestcoinshooters.com  . I have closed down the old website at: www.coinshooters.freeservers.com 
As it was redundant and I have left it open for over a year and have been updating both the new and old site, it was time for it to go. The site includes a photo gallery, newsletter page, club history, fall hunt info, detecting tips, articles, links, archives, calendar, and other related metal detecting information. I am still interested in receiving metal detecting stories and other metal detecting related information from our members to post on the website. Take photos of your recent finds and email them to me and I will post them on the sight. You might want to check out the photo gallery on the sight as I have posted photos from the Fall Hunt for everyone to see. Got some good tips on metal detecting? We have a whole page dedicated to metal detecting tips on the website just waiting for your ideas. Remember, it is your website and to get the most value from it we should all participate in making it what we want it to be. 
FINDS OF THE MONTH:  The January Find-of-the Month contest had the following winners:
Oldest U. S. coin

1899 Barber dime
Mike Heisler

Most Valuable U. S. Coin

1893 Indian head cent
Dan Forth

Most valuable Item

10K gold Ring
Drew Smith
Oddity

1848 ¼ Reale
Mike Moutray

Consolation winner

1918 One Franc coin
Bob Teich

Attendance Prize winners: 

Fifteen different winners of a silver dime each

50/50 winner: Unknown
Silver coin winners: Bob Teich (2), Roger Horrom, Drew Smith, Bob Wilderman, Andy Anderson, Mike Hiesler, Jr. 
CLUB PRESENTATION: On June 10, 2008 at 2:00 PM, our club will be giving a metal detecting presentation to a group of people (The Over 40 Group) at the St. Louis County Library in Ellisville. As it stands now, Bill Mathews and I will be giving it, but if there are any other members that wish to participate in this event, let me know. Bill and I gave this presentation to this group in the past and they enjoyed it so much they asked us to do it again. It is a lot of fun and gets the club some good publicity. 
FMDAC: Be thinking about whether you plan on supporting the FMDAC in 2008 by becoming a member. I have already received the FMDAC membership cards for those that joined at the November meeting and have mailed them to you or will have them at the February meeting. FMDAC dues continue at $5.00 and you may join at a meeting or send your payment to Gloria Umrath.
STATE PARK METAL DETECTING RULES: I was looking at the FMDAC website recently and noticed that information about the rules for metal detecting in state parks throughout the U. S. is now included on their website at www.fmdac.org . On the FMDAC home page in the upper right hand corner, click on the “State Park Regulations” and on the next page that comes up, select the state that you are interested in learning more about the regulations for metal detecting in that state’s parks. Be sure to read the disclaimers about the information being provided and remember, always get appropriate permission to metal detect any property you might be unsure of the metal detecting rules for.
HUNT FLYERS FROM OTHER CLUBS: The club receives notices and hunt flyers throughout the year from other clubs that are putting on metal detecting hunts. I will be including these as I receive them in future newsletters.
-DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT THE CALENDAR OF EVENTS SECTION IN EACH ISSUE OF WESTERN AND EASTERN TREASURES MAGAZINE FOR ADDITIONAL HUNTS AND EVENTS BEING HELD DURING THE YEAR.

BUDDY HUNT LIST: I have updated the Buddy Hunt List with the names of members who wish to be included on the list. So far it is only nine of us. I will have copies of the list at the February meeting. It is not too late to get your name on the list as I will have a form to fill out at the meeting. If you can’t make the meeting, drop me an email with: Times I can Hunt, your target interest (coins, etc), detector type you have, and other pertinent info and I’ll update the list. I make continuous additions to this list and will make new copies to hand out as changes warrant.

MEMBERSHIP DUES:
-Check your Club membership card to see when it will expire (or if it already has). The date shown on the card is the date that you most recently renewed your membership and the expiration date is one year from that date. So if your card has January 2007 on it, your dues are scheduled to be paid in January of 2008. Pay at the meeting or send a check to Gloria Umrath. Dues starting in January 2008 are $25.00 for first family member and $10.00 for each additional family member at the same address. If you do not plan on renewing, a call to a Board Member would be appreciated so that Club membership records may be kept up-to-date. I will continue to include a “reminder note” about dues payment as they come due in each member’s newsletter.

-Don’t forget that if you have something related to the hobby that you wish to sell or buy, give me a call (838-9755). 

INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: An informal group hunt will be held the Sunday following each monthly meeting. I have put together the list for 2008 of locations we will hunt and it is included in this newsletter. Be sure to save this newsletter for future reference, though I will mention the monthly hunt site in advance in each newsletter. If you have any ideas for new locations or maybe even an extended weekend outing location that we could use for an informal group hunt, let it be known at a meeting or call me. Maybe we could pick some small towns a bit farther from St. Louis that would prove to be productive. I know this may mean more driving, but if we plan it right, car pooling could be used to save on gas money etc. With appropriate permission, maybe some old farm sites could be included-research into this possibility would be needed. Maybe some of you have a site you know of that you have been guarding for a while and now you might be ready to share it’s location with other club members.
2008 GROUP HUNT SCHEDULE:

April 20-Creve Coeur Park


Dorsett Rd and Marine

May18-O’Fallon Park


W. Florissant/Hiway 70

June 22- Forest Park


Hiway 40/Hampton

July 20- Spanish Lake Park


Spanish Pond Road

Aug 24-Fairgrounds Park


Grand/Natural Bridge

Sept 14-Blanchette Park



Randolph St-St. Charles

Sept 21-Annual Fall Hunt


Turner Camp Park

Oct 19- Jones Park


East St. Louis

2008 MEETING AGENDA/ PRESENTATION SCHEDULE 
Following is the TENTATIVE agenda/presentation schedule for 2008. This schedule is subject to discussion and change as necessary. This should give members an idea of what to expect in the way of meeting content for meetings this year. Each meeting will have a “theme” and there will be an informal presentation on demonstrating various brands of detectors. Members are encouraged to bring their detector(s) on the meeting night that covers their brand and participate in the “detector demonstration” portion of the meeting. Machine features, controls, general operation, and other discussion may be presented by any member on or about their machine. Questions from members about each brand of machine will be answered as best can be done from the members knowledgeable about the detector. I have put together some ideas for a theme for each of the meeting nights as shown on the schedule. If you have any additional ones you would like to see added or changes to those provided, let me know and revisions to the schedule will be made. I am asking for your support for each meeting. If you are knowledgeable on some aspect of the “theme subject” for a particular meeting and would like to serve as the main presenter for that meeting let me know as soon as possible. For example, if you have a great coin collection and know about the various aspects necessary to be a successful coin collector and would like to tell the members all about it, then you might want to lead the meeting for that night. Other members, of course, who would like to join in and participate in any particular theme night, are encouraged to do so. Bring in items for display, prepare or be ready to give an informal presentation, or participate in any fashion you care to in order to pass along a bit of knowledge or experience to the other members. Don’t be afraid to participate as we are all friends and we are interested in what each of our members knows about various subjects.
FEBRUARY: No theme

Detector Demo: Fisher 

MARCH: Coin Collecting-bring in your collections, I need someone to volunteer to serve as Main Presenter: Discuss getting started, coin types, key date coins, coin conditions, history, etc.

Detector Demo: Minelab

APRIL: Research Night- I will do my Research presentation-others are invited to participate

Detector Demo: White’s 
MAY: Preservation, Restoration, Display of Finds-cleaning, restoring processes including chemicals, electrolysis, etc. How to build display cases and show off your finds-Need a Main Presenter.
Detector Demo: Garrett 

JUNE: Tokens, Oddities, “Special Finds”-Bring in your “Best Ever” finds, oddity items, and tokens and tell about them-No main presenter needed.

Detector Demo: Tesoro

JULY: Civil War night-Bring in your Civil War finds and displays, Books, Articles and tell about them. We will discuss the history of the Civil War in Missouri. Need a Main Presenter
Detector Demo: Bounty Hunter

AUGUST: Hobby/Collection Night-We all have hobbies other than metal detecting. Bring in your collections/hobby items and tell us about them.
Detector Demo: Water Detectors-all brands and models of machines for detecting in and under the water.

SEPTEMBER: Successful Detecting Methods-Discuss tips, hints, equipment, getting permission methods, record keeping, target retrieval, and all aspects of being successful at metal detecting-Need a main presenter for this topic.
Detector Demo: Pin pointers

OCTOBER: Open as of now-let me know it you have an idea for a theme for this month. I am working with some other members for a potential fill in and will update this information when it is available.

Detector Demo: Any machine brand we haven’t covered earlier in the year-let me know if there is a specific brand you would like to see in October.

NOVEMBER: Party Meeting and Finds of the Year. Snacks will be available from members who wish to bring some in to share. Bring in your finds for the year and tell us about them. We may have a Find of the Year contest.

Detector Demo: None

I hope we get some good participation by our members for each of these theme nights as I feel we can all learn something from each other if we share our knowledge on each of these topics. I will remind each of you what the next month’s Meeting Theme is going to be in the previous month’s newsletter. I hope some of you will volunteer to serve as Main Presenters in the months that I show one is needed-let me know if you want to volunteer. Thanks you all in advance for your faithful participation in these upcoming meetings.

5
1

