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MINUTES OF THE JUNE 2008 MEETING- Next meeting JULY 17, 2008
Attendees: 40 PLUS 2 BOARD MEMBERS
CLUB OFFICERS:

President/Newsletter Editor: Roger Horrom 
12683 Shepherd Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63033 
314-838-9755

rhorrom@mindspring.com
Vice-president: 
Bill Mathews 
1024 Amsterdam 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
636-227-6266 wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: 
Gloria Umrath,
 856 Prigge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63138  
(No phone)

Secretary: (Position Unfilled)
MEETING MINUTES: The 294TH      meeting began a little after 7:30 PM. I was not at the meeting as I had an important date with some small mouth bass and walleye in Canada. I want to thank Bill Mathews for handing the duties in my absence. I apologize if I have left any key items from the meeting out of this newsletter-I will include them next month if need be.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, presented the treasurer’s report and it was approved as read. Many items were discussed and the details follow:
TOKENS, ODDITIES, AND SPECIAL FINDS THEME: The theme for the June meeting was tokens, oddities, and special finds with members being asked to bring items that fit these categories so they could tell club members about these interesting items. I understand many members brought in some great items to show and tell the stories behind finding each of them. I wish I had been there to see and hear each of their stories. Tokens are fun to find and as there is such a variety of them, each has its own story and history. If you haven’t already, you might want to check out the internet and learn what all it contains related to tokens, collecting them, their values, the large variety that exists, and see just how much good information is provided.
CIVIL WAR: The theme for the meeting in July is the Civil War. Member, Tom Vanlueven, will be giving a presentation on the Civil War battles that took place in Missouri, so if you would like to learn more about these battles, plan on attending. Members with knowledge of their own about Missouri Civil War battles, or the Civil War in general, are invited to share their information during the meeting. Members are also asked to bring in items they have found while detecting that are related to the Civil War. Many of us have bullets, belt buckles, and other items we have found and other members are definitely interested in hearing our stories about finding them.  This should be a very informative meeting and if you have any interest at all in this important event in America’s history, be sure to attend the July meeting.
The detector demo planned for the July meeting is on Bounty Hunter detectors. If you have a Bounty Hunter machine, bring it to the meeting and tell us what you like/dislike about it. If you have questions on how to use a Bounty Hunter machine, we will try to get them answered for you.
FALL HUNT-2008:  The date for the Fall Hunt is fast approaching and we still have no official huntmaster is place to plan the event. I am going to do some preliminary planning and set up some general format for the event as I want to put a hunt flyer in the August newsletter. I will estimate the expected attendance and establish a budget based on my estimate. I have some items already purchased for the Surprise Hunt and will soon be going through the silver coins I have on hand from past years purchases to see what remaining silver needs to be obtained. I hope you all understand that due to the high cost of silver right now, the club will be forced to put out lower numbers of finds in the field this year. The value of each find will be higher, but expect to find fewer targets. I am also reviewing whether we will be putting any gold coin tokens in the hunts as we have done in past years-I may decide to put more silver dollars in place of the single gold coin token. If any of you want to help out on the planning for this event, give me a call or see me at the meeting as I really don’t want to do this all by myself. To help plan for the needs for the Fall Hunt, it is requested that members let me know if they are fairly certain they will be attending this year. Sign the “Plan to Attend” sheet at a meeting, or call me or send me an email. I do plan on having some sort of Big Raffle with some good prizes this year, and we do have some nice items members have donated for prizes for the Main Hunt. If you have something you wish to donate for a prize, bring it to a meeting or the hunt on September 21st. We will plan on burying coins on the Saturday before the hunt and we can use volunteers for that and for setting up the park for the next day’s hunt. 
PAY YOUR DUES WITH SILVER: The club will continue to accept dues payment by members wishing to pay with silver coins. I know the price of silver remains high, but the number of coins accepted for membership payment continues as was presented in the earlier newsletters. Though this represents a higher cost to members renewing or joining, than if you paid by check or cash, it really means that you are just making a little bigger donation to the club while at the same time helping the club to obtain some silver coins for the Fall Hunt. 
CLUB WEBSITE: Let me know if you have anything you would like to include on the club website-stories, finds, photos, etc. Check out the site at:

www.midwestcoinshooters.com

EXCESS LIBRARY MAGAZINE: We gave away some more free metal detecting magazines at the May meeting and still have some left to give away. I will bring more magazines to the July meeting to be given away.
CLUB PRESENTATION: Bill Mathews, Bob Glover, and myself, gave a presentation on metal detecting on June 10th to a group of people at the Ellisville Library and we will be doing another on July 15th to another library group. I just received a nice card from the group thanking us for doing the presentation. 
FINDS OF THE MONTH: The June finds of the month contest had the following winners:
Oldest U.S. Coin:

1899 Barber Dime

Mike Moutray

Most Valuable U.S. Coin

1908 Barber Dime

Bob Teich

Most Valuable Item:
Gold/silver Dime

Lloyd Keshinover

Oddity:

Hatpin

Unknown

Consolation Prize

Titanium ring

Joe Whys

50/50 winner: Larry Fraley

Silver coin winners: Doug Bierce, Liz Rath, Andy Anderson, Mike Cundiff, Lloyd Keshinover, Travis Rieffer

Five members won silver dimes
FMDAC UPDATE: I emailed the latest issue of the FMDC Quest to those on my email list. The FMDAC Fall Convention and Treasure Expo will be held October 10, 11, 12 in Wildwood Crest, New Jersey. 
INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: The informal group hunt for June was on Sunday the 22nd at Forest Park. I was on my way back from Canada and missed this outing. I know that there was some rain in the morning and I am not sure how many attended. I know some waited out the rain and did get some detecting done. Apparently no one was approached by park officials about detecting in the park. I did not hear if any good finds were made. Spanish Lake Park located in North East St. Louis County off Spanish Pond Road. This park has produced some good silver coins in the past and hopefully, we can pull a few more out of the ground. Come as early as you wish and stay as late as you want. This is a good opportunity for newer members to learn from members with more experience how to use their detectors more effectively. 
I received the following write-up from one of our long time club members. 
METAL DETECTING AND FESTIVALS-by Buzz Bowman
What do these have in common? Good times, good health, good companionship, and occasionally, a profitable experience. I have prepared this random assortment of my thoughts about metal detecting and festivals for the enjoyment of my fellow club members. I first found there was an untold wealth of coins, jewelry, etc. left behind as revelers wound up their frolics at the festivals. The only problem was extracting it from Mother Earth-but with the high tech advancement of metal detectors, the problem was largely overcome. Beginning in the 70’s and 80’s, it seems, Garrett, Whites, and other detector makers made it a little easier each year. But to get down to basics, Mother Nature played a large part in searching. If she had dumped torrents of rain on the search area and the grass was tall and thick, the payout could be very good, but if the grounds had just been baked for weeks and the ground barren, then it could be difficult to lose a trinket. I soon learned that the research really paid off. I kept a close eye in the papers for an announcement of fairs, homecomings, etc. and soon got to know the productive ones from the losers, i. e. ones that had good money losing rides and games. I made it a practice to make an early morning visit and search for an hour or two or whatever time it warranted. I would always make a chart showing detailed data as to profitable locations that were difficult if not impossible to search while equipment was in place, particularly the rides that turned a person upside down where often coins would have been lodged in unsearchable locations and now would be naked to the eye of the detector and would reflect the flashlight beam. In the early years, competition for these early or predawn searches was light (for some reason, the normal crowd of early morning searchers could not understand why they found so little under the “gold mines”. Little did they know and I’ll never tell them). I would clean those machines before dawn, go home, if practical, and get in a nap, and then go back and join the would be known “early birds”. 
Security: You no doubt have a question in mind if I ever had any concerns about my safety and security. Frankly, I did. I was always a little apprehensive-not afraid- just apprehensive. For example, if I saw another shadowy figure loitering in the area, I would pass it up or wait until one or more of the regulars showed and join forces. I also carried a police whistle to blow in case of an emergency. Quite frankly, one or more of the stands would hire an overnight guard to protect the merchandise. Common sense told me that if I was a guard and saw something going on, I would call a cop. The first thing I would do would be to establish a “working relationship”. Usually they welcomed a friendly face to break the monotony. Being the first one on the scene often results in strange finds. The oddest you might say was a cigar box filled with U. S. currency, which belonged to a veteran’s organization-seems like there was a little mix-up as to who was supposed to do what with the box. There were some red faces. I also found a very expensive camera with no I. D., but fortunately, through cooperation of Walgreen’s film service, I was able to return it to its rightful owner. Again, and repeating, a little research goes a long way. One payoff was in volume. It was establishing the location of the old “Dime in a Dish”. Depending on the fact that a dime could fly 10 0r 15 feet and with tall grass, this made finding the dime a real problem. I was at an Arkansas county fair and on one dark and stormy night, in their hurry to pack in their tent, one merchant spilled out a whole box of quarter. I had a time digging them out of the mud the next morning.
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