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MINUTES OF THE MARCH 2008 MEETING- Next meeting APRIL 17, 2008
Attendees: 25 PLUS 2 BOARD MEMBERS
CLUB OFFICERS:

President/Newsletter Editor: Roger Horrom 
12683 Shepherd Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63033 
314-838-9755

rhorrom@mindspring.com
Vice-president: 
Bill Mathews 
1024 Amsterdam 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
636-227-6266 wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: 
Gloria Umrath,
 856 Prigge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63138  
(No phone)

Secretary: (Position Unfilled)
MEETING MINUTES: The 291ST    meeting began a little after 7:30 PM. I want to thank our Vice President, Bill Mathews, for filling in for me while Mary and I were detecting the beaches of Florida. Check out the write up of our adventure later in this newsletter.  
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, presented the treasurer’s report and it was approved as read. Many items were discussed and the details follow:
As I was not at the March meeting, I am not able to report in detail as to the complete proceedings of what took place. I apologize if I leave out some key details or fail to mention someone’s name or something that was discussed. We can pick up on it at the April meeting. 

RESEARCH PRESENTATI0N: The theme for the April meeting is RESEARCH. I will be giving a presentation on how important it is to do research before heading out to metal detect. The presentation will include methods of research, sources, the reasons for doing research, and the value of spending time on it. As we all know: “Research is The Road to Treasure Hunting Success”. I hope you will plan on attending if you wish to learn something new about doing research. If you have your own methods of doing research already established and maybe a “Research File” that you now keep and would like to share with club members, feel free to join in on the presentation and bring in your items to show others. I know I will never be able to cover everything there is to know about research in my presentation and will probably leave some things out, so I look forward to each of you to help me out by supplementing my presentation with your good thoughts and ideas.
Included in the April meeting will be the detector demonstration on White’s Metal detectors. If you own a White’s machine, bring it to the meeting and if you would like to show how it operates, tell what you like/dislike about it, or if you just have questions about White’s machines that another club member might be able to answer, be at the meeting and join in on the discussion. I know we have not been real successful in getting these detector demos accomplished at past meetings, but I hope to do better, as I am sure that some of you can learn from them and are interested in hearing about other machines our member use.

FALL HUNT-2008:  It is never too soon to begin planning for the 2008 Fall Hunt. As you know, I start early trying to get a member or two to step forward to volunteer to serve as huntmasters for the event. Let us know at the April meeting, or give a board member a call if you can’t make it to the meeting, if you wish to volunteer. There are many of our members with experience in putting on the Fall Hunt, so if you are bit hesitant about doing it, be sure that you will have plenty of help. As you all know silver and gold are quite high at the present time and we hope that it goes down a bit as the year progresses so the club can afford to buy a goodly amount to put out in the hunt. We will keep our eye on the price of silver and buy when we can get the best price-hopefully. 
MARCH COIN COLLECTING PRESENTATION: I want to thank Mike Moutray for volunteering to give the Coin Collecting presentation at the March meeting. From talking to various members, I know I missed something good. I knew when Mike volunteered to do the presentation that it would be a first class effort and would be very well done. As usual, Mike was very well prepared for the presentation with complete details on what it takes to be a successful coin collector and the best way to go about coin collecting so that you receive the most enjoyment from it. I understand that he even prepared a “surprise pop quiz” for club members to take with a chance to win a special prize. I did not hear who won the prize by correctly answering the most coin collecting questions on the quiz, but I am sure everyone enjoyed participating in the event as it sounds as though it was fun while at the same time, it was educational. I sorry that I don’t have more details of Mike’s presentation to give here so that those who were not fortunate enough to be there and see it, can get the feeling of how well done it was. Thanks Mike for all your work, the thought you put into giving such a good presentation, and the time you spent in gathering all the information, creating the quiz, and doing your typical professional job. I know the members really appreciate it.
FOREST PARK DETECTING STATUS: I have not heard any updates on the status of metal detecting being prohibited in Forest Park. Continue to avoid hunting the park until we hear more.
PAY YOUR DUES WITH SILVER: The club will continue to accept dues payment by members wishing to pay with silver coins. I know the price of silver remains high, but the number of coins accepted for membership payment continues as was presented in the January and February newsletters. Though this represents a higher cost to members renewing or joining, than if you paid by check or cash, it really means that you are just making a little bigger donation to the club while at the same time helping the club to obtain some silver coins for the Fall Hunt. 
MEETING SILVER RAFFLE COINS: We will discuss the silver raffle prizes at the April meeting that are needed starting with the July meeting. We bought enough prize coins to get us through June. I did manage to buy some silver coins at an estate sale this last weekend and because they were selling everything for 50 % off, I was able to get the coins I bought for only 5.9 time face value. I got a nice 1921 silver dollar for $6.00 and three Barber dimes for 80 cents a piece. I will tell about the coins and have them at the April meeting. Just wish the sale had more coins available as I would have bought all I could at this price.

CLUB WEBSITE: Let me know if you have anything you would like to include on the club website-stories, finds, photos, etc. Check out the site at:

www.midwestcoinshooters.com

EXCESS LIBRARY MAGAZINE: I will bring a box or two of some of the extra Club Library magazines to the April meeting. Some members indicated they would be willing to “donate” to the club treasury to get some of the magazines and we will give those that wish to do this first choice at picking out which magazines they want. Any magazines left after this is done will be offered to the rest of the members for free. I do appreciate those members willing to both help out the club treasury and to help reduce the size of the stack of extra magazines now occupying space in my basement. As far as I am concerned there will be no limit on how many magazines a member can take and what amount of donation is required to get first pick. We can discuss this early in the meeting and if members have other thoughts on this process, we can iron them out before hand.
CLUB PRESENTATIONS: The club has been approached by another group and requested to give a presentation on metal detecting. A group that meets at the Grand Glaze Library near Highway 141 and Big Bend, has asked us to do a presentation at 10:00 AM on Tuesday, July 15th. This is the same presentation we will be giving to another group on June 10th at the Ellisville Library. Dave Zilligen, Bill Mathews, and myself will be giving the presentation in July and if any other members wish to participate in any fashion, let me know, as we would be happy to have others join in. This is a good way to spread the word about the hobby of metal detecting and sometimes leads to the club gaining some new members.
FINDS OF THE MONTH: The March finds of the month contest and the raffles had the following winners:

Oldest U. S. coin
1900 Barber Quarter


Roger Boss

Most Valuable U. S. Coin

1911D Barber dime

Leonard Maierhoffer
Most Valuable Item

Gold Ring

Drew Smith

Oddity

Toy phone

Mike Heisler

Consolation Winner

Deer Slug

Dan Forth

Attendance Prize Winners:

Fifteen different winners of a silver dime each

50/50 Winner

Karen Voight

Silver Coin Winners

Leonard Maierhoffer, Mike Heisler (2), Bill Mathews, Lloyd Keshinover, Doug Bierce, and Drew Smith

FMDAC UPDATE: I just received the latest Quest Publication for spring 2008 from the FMDAC. I emailed it to those club members on our club newsletter email list. I will include a hard copy in the Club Library. In this issue, it was announced that the FMDAC Spring Convention is being cancelled due to the high cost of silver and gasoline, and due to the fact that not many people had pre-registered at this time. Those that did already pay will be given back their entry fee. The Quest included a nice write up on our club founder, Roy Volker, passing away recently. Roy was well known in the treasure hunting community and it was nice that he was given some recognition for his accomplishments by the FMDAC. Other items covered included short write-ups about what many of the clubs throughout the country are currently doing and other pertinent stories related to metal detecting. If you wish to join the FMDAC for 2008, payment of $5.00 can be made at a meeting or mailed to Gloria Umrath. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP DUES: Don’t forget to remain current on your club dues. I will continue to include a reminder note with the newsletter to each member in the month prior to their dues being due.

HUNT FLYERS FROM OTHER CLUBS: The club receives notices and hunt flyers throughout the year from other clubs that are putting on metal detecting hunts. I will be including these as I receive them in future newsletters.

Western and Eastern Treasures magazine also lists various club hunts so check out each issue’s Calendar of Events for even more club hunts and events.

-WWATS Rally and Free hunts; June 6-8, 2008 at Pine Riverside Park in Bayfield, Colorado

-13th Annual Happy Trails Hunt; by the East Texas Treasure Hunters Association; April 26, 27, 2008 at the Rockin-L-Ranch North of Longview, Texas
INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: The informal group hunt for April will be on Sunday the 20th at Creve Coeur Park located at Dorsett and Marine just West of Highway 270. Plan on meeting in the upper portion of the park (turn into the park from Dorsett just before you get to the corner of Dorsett and Marine. We may hunt that area for a while and then check out the area where the St. Louis County Fair was held in the 1890 to 1920 time period. The site is on the west side of the current lake and to the south. We are not sure of the accessibility of the area and may have to see about getting permission to search, but we will work that out when we get there. This park was extensively used in the early 1900’s and at one time had an amusement park and was “the place to be” on weekends at that time. Thousand of city dwellers traveled by trolley, horse and buggy, and other ways to get out in the country and enjoy the amenities the lake and park had to offer. It provided a good way to escape the heat of the city and pass the time on a weekend.
FLORIDA BEACH ADVENTURE: My wife Mary and I spent a week in Florida in March detecting the beaches at Clearwater and Panama City. This gave us a chance to get an early start on spring and to get away from St. Louis where it seemed as though winter was never going to end and spring was yet a figment of Mother Nature’s imagination. Our plan was to spend the entire week in Clearwater and follow the college spring breakers around the beaches there until they lost their gold necklace or ring. When our originally booked beachfront motel called and said that due to storms and roof damage that they had to cancel everyone’s reservations, I should have known things may not go as well as we might have wanted them to. We did get another place for the week at a good price, except that it was about eight miles from the beach. Upon arrival in Clearwater, it didn’t take us long to realize that Clearwater is quite large and driving eight miles each way to the beachfront in traffic was not the most pleasant experience. We did an exploration trip just to check out the “lay of the land” and it did not take us long to find out that most of the beaches had been re-built in the last two years due to storms and that the “sand” had been dredged from the Gulf and deposited on the beaches. The sand was really just finely (and not so finely) crushed sea shell material. I learned about this from a local detectorist I met on the beach who also told me that the main beach in Clearwater was re-built using a finer and higher quality of sand and that the detecting there might be better. As it was, most of the beach area we had seen so far was hard packed and losing a coin or ring there probably just would not happen as it would not even sink into the sand. We did try several different beach areas with minor success but we were getting discouraged. We even went to the main Clearwater city beach where conditions were better, but the college breakers were not there in great number. Beach access in the overall area is somewhat limited due to extensive private ownership of all the beachfront property and parking is at a premium. I hope I never see another “Tow Away Zone-No Parking here” sign. Where we did find parking, it was necessary to feed the meter $1.25 an hour to park- more than we were finding detecting the beach. By Wednesday we decided that it was silly staying in the Clearwater area and headed to Panama City. We had been there in the past and knew that the area was more receptive to having the college breakers there and that the beach sand conditions were significantly better than in Clearwater. We found a nice place to stay right on the beachfront and within walking distance of several of the high rise motels where many of the college kids were staying. The sand was almost pure white and powdery and any coin or ring would immediately disappear if dropped. Things were looking better and our spirits improved when we hit the beach with our detectors. We literally hunted around the college kids, through the hundreds of empty beer cans, aluminum foil pouches of sample sun screen lotion, glass bottles (yes some of them broken on the beach for some unsuspecting drunk college student to step on), dozens of pairs of flip-flops and sandals abandoned by their owner, and the overall mess that hundreds of college kids leave behind after a day on the beach. The weather was great though a bit on the cool side so not many people were swimming in the Gulf yet. I did try some water detecting and found it very difficult, even with the small waves breaking on the beach, to have much success. I will be bringing in our beach finds to the April meeting and will pass on a bit more about our trip. We did manage to find right at $50.00 cash (including a $20.00 bill I eyeballed and scooped before someone else spotted it), but I guess the kids are getting smarter about losing their jewelry as we found only one sterling silver cross, and one junk ring. It was a fun trip and if you don’t mind hunting the beach among hundreds of beer cans, groups of intoxicated colleges kids that might at anytime approach you with weird metal detecting questions (or enjoy throwing a coin or two in front of you as you pass them by to see if you find it with your detector), and if you don’t mind the occasional glance at a young college girl in a bikini (don’t tell Mary about this), I recommend that you take a trip to one of the beaches in Florida during Spring Break.
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