[image: image1.png]IDWEST COINSHOOTERS
& HISTORICAL CLUB

ﬁ’l‘.\L‘OUIS, MISSOURI

e




Member FMDAC                                               Club Website: http://www.midwestcoinshooters.com
NEWSLETTER-MAY 15, 2008   
 VOLUME 24, ISSUE 5
Meeting Location: Tharp Civic Center (Jennings), 
8720 Jennings Station Road   Time: 7:30 PM-3rd Thursday (Except December)
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

MINUTES OF THE MAY 2008 MEETING- Next meeting JUNE 19, 2008
Attendees: 30 PLUS 2 BOARD MEMBERS
CLUB OFFICERS:

President/Newsletter Editor: Roger Horrom 
12683 Shepherd Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63033 
314-838-9755

rhorrom@mindspring.com
Vice-president: 
Bill Mathews 
1024 Amsterdam 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
636-227-6266 wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: 
Gloria Umrath,
 856 Prigge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63138  
(No phone)

Secretary: (Position Unfilled)
MEETING MINUTES: The 293RD     meeting began a little after 7:30 PM. First time attendees Mike Cundiff, Kevin Howe, and Gary and Christine Kearn introduced themselves and were welcomed by the club members.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, presented the treasurer’s report and it was approved as read. Many items were discussed and the details follow:
PRESERVATION, RESTORATION, CLEANING, AND DISPLAY OF FINDS THEME:  The theme for the May meeting was preservation, restoration, cleaning, and display of finds. I brought my rock tumbler and set it up to clean a load of coins during the meeting. I also demonstrated electrolysis for cleaning metal detecting finds and demonstrated how to build one and how to use it. Discussion took place on ways to clean your finds using various cleaning materials such as silver polish, olive oil, and other chemical type processes. Displaying metal detecting finds using various types of display cases, and how to build, buy, or obtain cases was covered. I went through the steps involved in building a display case, covering choice of materials, construction methods, and finishing the case. 
TOKENS, ODDITIES, AND SPECIAL FINDS THEME: The theme for the June meeting is tokens, oddities, and special finds with members being asked to bring items that fit these categories so they can tell club members about these interesting items. If you have some of these, be sure to bring them and be ready to tell your story about each of them. I know we all have many of these resulting from our years of metal detecting adventures, and this is a good time to get the chance to share your stories with members. 
Included in the June meeting will be the detector demonstration on Tesoro Metal detectors. If you own a Tesoro machine, bring it to the meeting and if you would like to show how it operates, tell what you like/dislike about it, or if you just have questions about Tesoro machines that another club member might be able to answer, be at the meeting and join in on the discussion. I know we have not been real successful in getting these detector demos accomplished at past meetings, but I hope to do better, as I am sure that some of you can learn from them and are interested in hearing about other machines our member use.

FALL HUNT-2008:  To help plan for the needs for the Fall Hunt, it is requested that members let me know if they are fairly certain they will be attending this year. Sign the “Plan to Attend” sheet at a meeting, or call me or send me an email. I sent our official application for use of Turner Camp Park for September 21st, 2008 and received the approved request back. As I mentioned at the May meeting, the cost of using the park for the day went up 10% to $330.00. This is just another example of the fact that the Fall Hunt is going to cost us more to put on this year. We are still looking for a volunteer or two to serve as Fall Hunt, huntmaster(s). Let us know soon at a meeting, or give a board member a call if you can’t make it to the meeting, if you wish to volunteer. There are many of our members with experience in putting on the Fall Hunt, so if you are bit hesitant about doing it, be sure that you will have plenty of help. As you all know silver and gold are quite high at the present time and we hope that it goes down a bit as the year progresses so the club can afford to buy a goodly amount to put out in the hunt. We will keep our eye on the price of silver and buy when we can get the best price-hopefully. 
PAY YOUR DUES WITH SILVER: The club will continue to accept dues payment by members wishing to pay with silver coins. I know the price of silver remains high, but the number of coins accepted for membership payment continues as was presented in the January and February newsletters. Though this represents a higher cost to members renewing or joining, than if you paid by check or cash, it really means that you are just making a little bigger donation to the club while at the same time helping the club to obtain some silver coins for the Fall Hunt. 
MEETING SILVER RAFFLE COINS: Member Drew Smith brought the silver coins he had obtained for the meeting silver coin raffles for July through November. We want to thank Drew for his effort in obtaining theses coins. The raffle will include as prizes, a Morgan silver dollar and six Barber or Walking Liberty quarters for each meeting. We want to thank the members that so generously support this raffle at the meetings as this support goes a long way towards putting more targets out in the field for the Fall Hunt.

CIVIL WAR PRESENTATIONS: I attended the Civil War presentations at the Missouri History Museum held on the 3rd and 8th of June that I discussed in last month’s newsletter. The presentations were given by Dr. Steve Dasovich and Dr. Douglas Scott and covered the battles that took place in Missouri. 
CLUB WEBSITE: Let me know if you have anything you would like to include on the club website-stories, finds, photos, etc. Check out the site at:

www.midwestcoinshooters.com

EXCESS LIBRARY MAGAZINE: We gave away some more free metal detecting magazines at the May meeting and still have some left to give away. I will bring more magazines to the July meeting as I will not be at the June meeting. 
CLUB PRESENTATION: Bill Mathews, Bob Glover, and myself, gave a presentation on metal detecting on June 10th to a group of people at the Ellisville Library. The presentation went well and everyone attending seemed to enjoy it. We covered the basics of metal detecting from the history of the detector, how to use one, water detecting, cleaning detecting finds, displaying them, and all other topics related to the hobby. We gave away some magazines, had display cases of our finds, displayed some of our detectors and tools, and had handouts about our club to pass on to those who showed interest in joining the club-maybe we will get some new members as a result of our presentation. We are set to give another presentation in July so if any of you would like to join us in doing this, let us know.
FINDS OF THE MONTH: The May finds of the month contest and the raffles had the following winners:

Oldest U. S. coin
1889 Seated dime
Mike Moutray
Most Valuable U. S. Coin

1912 D cent
David Keding
Most Valuable Item

Silver ring 

Joe Wyhs

Oddity

Octagonal rifle barrel
Dave Holland
Consolation Winner

1952 Franklin Half
Drew Smith

Attendance Prize Winners:

Fifteen different winners of a silver dime each

50/50 Winner

June Fugate 
Silver Coin Winners

Bob Teich (2), Jim Strake, Roger Boss, Mary Horrom, Bob Wilderman, and Roger Horrom
FMDAC UPDATE: If you wish to join the FMDAC for 2008, payment of $5.00 can be made at a meeting or mailed to Gloria Umrath. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP DUES: Don’t forget to remain current on your club dues. I will continue to include a reminder note with the newsletter to each member in the month prior to their dues being due.

HUNT FLYERS FROM OTHER CLUBS: The club receives notices and hunt flyers throughout the year from other clubs that are putting on metal detecting hunts. I will be including these as I receive them in future newsletters.

Western and Eastern Treasures magazine also lists various club hunts so check out each issue’s Calendar of Events for even more club hunts and events.

-I have no flyers on upcoming hunts at this time.
INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: The informal group hunt for May was on Sunday the 18th at O’Fallon Park located at West Florissant and Highway 70. We had a really good turnout for this event with about 15 members participating. I am not sure I know of all the good finds made during the day, but the ones I know about are: Two Barber dimes found by Dennis Adams, a Roosevelt dime by Dan Forth, and I was lucky enough to find a 1901 “O” Barber quarter. I was able to clean it up when I got it home and checked the coin books to see about its value. The Redbook showed that for the “O” mintmark there were 1.6 million coins minted which makes this coin a bit of a key date coin worth maybe $40 to $60. I also noted that the coin book showed that the “S” mintmark version of the same coin was the lowest minted Barber quarter with a mintage of just over 72,000 coins. The book value was shown at $5,500 in G-4 (the lowest) condition. As Don Adams would say in “Get Smart”, “I missed it by that much”. I missed a really good find by just one letter. Oh well, that is how it goes some times. The Informal group hunt for June will be held Sunday, the 22nd at Forest Park. I will not be there, but maybe members can meet near picnic sites 1 and 2 just as you come into the park from the Hampton Road entrance from Highway 40/64. Be sure to conduct yourself in a professional manner should you encounter a park official. As you remember, there was some concern as to whether metal detecting is still being allowed in the park and we do not want to complicate the matter if it comes up. We hope that all members will fill all holes, remove any trash they dig, and act in a courteous and professional manner. I have a feeling that nothing will come of us metal detecting the park, but I am just not sure. Come as early as you wish and stay as late as you want. This is a good opportunity for newer members to learn from members with more experience how to use their detectors more effectively. 
DISPLAY CASES: I was looking for display cases to show off my metal detecting finds and came across a website that sells, Black Collector Frames, at reasonable prices. The site is:
http://members.aol.com/janiew48/black.html (also known as Indian River-Accessories). These are black frame cases with a glass top and white padded insert. You can also get them with a divided insert. They come in sizes from 3 x 4 x 7/8”  to 14 x 20 x 2” in various increments. Prices are reduced on orders of 10 or more of the cases. If any of you have an interest in buying some of these cases, contact me by email or call me and we can combine our order to get the reduced prices. Check out the website to see and read all about them. There are probably other sources for these type of displace cases out there so if you know of any others or some that have better prices, let me know that also, so I might pass this on to members looking for a good way to show off their finds. I am not promoting this company-I just found them on the internet while searching for a source for display cases.
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