[image: image1.png]IDWEST COINSHOOTERS
& HISTORICAL CLUB

ﬁ’l‘.\L‘OUIS, MISSOURI

e




Member FMDAC                                               Club Website: http://www.midwestcoinshooters.com
NEWSLETTER-OCTOBER 16, 2008   
 VOLUME 24, ISSUE 10
Meeting Location: Tharp Civic Center (Jennings), 
8720 Jennings Station Road   Time: 7:30 PM-3rd Thursday (Except December)
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 2008 MEETING- Next meeting NOVEMBER 20, 2008
Attendees: 16 PLUS 2 BOARD MEMBERS
CLUB OFFICERS:

President/Newsletter Editor: Roger Horrom 
12683 Shepherd Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63033 
314-838-9755

rhorrom@mindspring.com
Vice-president: 
Bill Mathews 
1024 Amsterdam 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
636-227-6266 wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: 
Gloria Umrath,
 856 Prigge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63138  
(No phone)

Secretary: (Position Unfilled)
MEETING MINUTES: The 297TH      meeting began a little after 7:30 PM. There were no first time attendees at the meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, was not at the meeting so I presented the treasurer’s report and it was approved as read. Many items were discussed and the details follow:
OCTOBER MEETING: Apparently with such a large attendance at the September meeting and with such a great Fall Hunt result, many of our members decided to take a bit of a break from the hobby and the low attendance at the meeting reflected this. I know we did not have a theme planned for the meeting and maybe many of you anticipated that I might have been ready to spend the night going over some past articles from some of the treasure magazines to kill some time at the meeting. Boy were you, um, ……… right. I did go over the results of the Fall Hunt and reviewed the cost of the hunt, asked for the pros and cons of how the event went, and thanked all those that helped to make the event the great success that it was. As usual, I mentioned that it is never too early to get started on next year’s Fall Hunt, and solicited those in attendance for a volunteer to serve as hunt master for next year. Guess what- we do, in fact, have a volunteer, and that person is Drew Smith. Drew will be serving as huntmaster and I will be helping him. If there is anyone else that has in interest in working on the hunt, let Drew or myself know and we will be happen to have your help. Silver has been going up and down recently and it appears that dealers may be hesitant in offering a good deal on it as they have had to pay so much for it as most recently as this fall. Drew and I will be monitoring the status of silver prices and will do our best to buy some if we can catch the market price down. This represents a fairly healthy cash outlay, but our club treasury is in fairly good shape, so that will help us to do the buying ahead of time and maybe avoid an up-market in 2009. I want to thank Drew for stepping forward and volunteering. With such a small attendance, I went over a few things and basically we decided to make a short meeting of it and dispensed with the coverage of the magazine articles.
NOVEMBER PARTY MEETING:   The November meeting will be a party meeting again this year. Members may bring a snack of some sort to share (it is optional of course), and we will just have a good time at this last meeting of this year. It was suggested that members should also bring in their finds of 2008 and we can spend some time with a show and tell program. I know that members have found some good things over the year with their detectors and even though many of you brought them in as the year progressed, it is still fun to see what everyone has found over the year and to hear the stories behind those finds. We don’t plan on holding any sort of contest for best finds of the year, but it still offers everyone a chance to show off their great finds. We will still do our finds of the month contest though. 

NEXT YEAR’S CLUB MEETINGS:

At the October meeting, I again asked the members what they would like to see done to keep meeting interest high for 2009. I asked if they were happy with the Theme ideas that were used this year and do they want to continue with this arrangement. I solicited them for ideas for new themes for next year and basically received no feedback or thoughts. I am using this newsletter to renew my request for ideas on what you want to see at club meetings. Please drop me an email or call me at 314-838-9755 if you have some suggestions or ideas on what to include in the meetings. I also discussed an article Bob Wilderman sent me about some foreign coinage found in U. S. soil and how it plays into the history of the country. I reminded members of the upcoming FMDAC Convention being held in October in New Jersey (this has now already occurred). I also asked members if they had any interest in holding elections for new club officers and reminded them that we have not held elections for several years and if they had any interest in being considered for any of the officer positions to let it be known and the appropriate action would be taken to hold elections. No interest was put forth to hold elections and no one volunteered for consideration. 
MEETING SILVER RAFFLE: November will be the last month that we still have coins that were previously purchased for the monthly meeting silver raffle. We will discuss at the November meeting if we still want to do that type of raffle at the meetings next year or if there are any other ideas that could be used to help raise money for the club treasury. As you know, the members that attend each meeting, have been very generous this year in their purchases of these raffle tickets and that generosity went a long way toward helping to finance the Fall Hunt. If we decide to continue using older silver coins for this raffle, it will be necessary to buy some before the January 2009 meeting. 
CLUB WEBSITE: Let me know if you have anything you would like to include on the club website-stories, finds, photos, etc. Check out the site at:

www.midwestcoinshooters.com

EXCESS LIBRARY MAGAZINE: We gave away some more free metal detecting magazines at the October meeting and still have some left to give away. I will bring more magazines to the November meeting to be given away.
FINDS OF THE MONTH: The October finds of the month contest had the following winners:
Oldest U.S. Coin:

1882 Shield nickel
Jim Starke
Most Valuable U.S. Coin

1903 “V” nickel
Dan Forth
Most Valuable Item:
½ Karat loose diamond
Joe Wyhs

Oddity:

Green River whiskey token
Leonard Maierhoffer

Consolation Prize

Franklin Half Dollar
Drew Smith

50/50 winner: Mike Heisler
Silver coin winners: Dan Forth, Mike Heisler, Jr., Dave Rayburn, Roger Horrom, Andy Anderson, Liz Rath, Doug Bierce
Five members won silver dimes

FMDAC UPDATE: I emailed the latest issue of the fall 2008 FMDAC Quest to those on my email list. Take a look at it if you haven’t already. The FMDAC Fall Convention and Treasure Expo was held October 10, 11, 12 in Wildwood Crest, New Jersey. As I get information on the outcome of the hunt, I will pass it on to the members. I imagine that we will soon be solicited to send in our membership request for 2009 to join the FMDAC, so I will have a sign up list at the November meeting and will collect $5.00 membership dues from those members wishing to join the FMDAC for 2009. I will send in our renewal over the holidays and will distribute membership cards after the first of the year to those who decide to support the FMDAC for next year. I know many of you aren’t really interested in joining and supporting our national metal detecting organization, but unless we do, any national representation we have as a hobby throughout the country may be lost. You may not realize it, but there are groups of people out there that are trying to write laws and do other acts that attempt to make it more difficult, if not impossible, for us to continue to enjoy our hobby of metal detecting. Unless we continue to have a national organization to represent us, at least in some fashion to these groups, we may find our hobby disappearing and more and more hunting areas off-limits.
INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: The informal group hunt for October was at Jones Park in East St. Louis, Illinois. It turns out only three of us showed up, Dan Forth, Carla Garcia, and myself. Dan did manage to find two silver coins for an entire day of hunting. Carla was a real trooper and though this was the first time ever metal detecting, she stayed the whole day and managed to find a few coins using a machine I lent her. No informal group hunt is planned for November due to the uncertainty of the weather.
ITEMS FOR SALE:  If you are looking for something for yourself for Christmas, or someone else who enjoys metal detecting, here are a couple of items for consideration. Lucky Baker has White’s Bulls eye Pinpointers for sale for $75 (normally they sell for $119.95) and he also has two, two drum  rock tumblers for $70 each that are new in the box. See Gloria Umrath at the November meeting if you are interested in buying.
HUNTING IN YOUR NIGHTGOWN:  I told this story at last month’s meeting and since many of you weren’t there, I thought I would pass it on via this newsletter. The story as told at the meeting: Drew Smith and I decided in early October to try detecting some of the older homes in the Ferguson, MO area and got together on a Saturday to do just that. We picked a likely street in Ferguson that we knew had several old homes on it that dated back to the late 1800’s. We knocked on the door of the first home and received no response from the owner. While in the process of doing this, Drew mentioned he saw a man sitting on his porch across the street and suggested that maybe we ought to go talk with him to see if he knew if the resident of the house we were at was home or not. We crossed the street and struck up a conversation with the man. We told him of our intentions and he proceeded to tell us the home he lived in dated back to the 1880’s and had once served as Ferguson’s first City Hall. This peaked our interest and we managed to get around to asking him if we might have permission to metal detect his yard. He said his wife had expressed an interest in doing it herself, so he called her out onto the porch to see if she wanted to let us do it. He shouted, “Carla, come out here and talk to these guys about whether they can metal detect the yard.” Out came his wife Carla –in her night gown and bare footed. We told her of our request and she immediately became excited at the thought of metal detecting the yard. I noted her excitement and offered to lend her a detector to use if she wanted to try it out. She said she certainly would, but that she needed to put some shoes on, and disappeared back into the house. She immediately returned, still in her nightgown, but now wearing some tennis shoes. I gave her a quick tutorial on using the detector and we started searching. We spent two hours covering the front and back yards. We found only a 1919 penny, a nice collectible lead elephant, and an aluminum “star token” that had Carla’s name on it that she had made years ago and had lost in the back yard. I must say that this is the first time that both Drew and I had ever spent time metal detecting with a lady in her nightgown, and it is something I will not soon forget. 
I had just finished telling this story at the October club meeting, and to my surprise, into the meeting room came Carla. She still possessed the excitement of metal detecting and as you can see, she even made it to Jones Park for the informal group hunt.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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