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MINUTES OF THE APRIL 2009 MEETING-Next Meeting: MAY 21, 2009

Attendees: 30 plus 2 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Gloria Umrath; 856 Prigge Road, St. Louis, MO  63138 (No Phone)

MEETING MINUTES: The 302ND meeting began about 7:30 PM. First time guests, Bill Hvalaty, and Mike and Mary Lauri were welcomed to the meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath was not at the meeting, so I read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

APRIL MEETING: We had a nice turnout and several items were discussed as follows: Discussion included the Spring Hunt, the Fall Hunt, FMDAC membership, a presentation on the history of metal detectors, and Andy Anderson did a nice presentation about White’s detectors. 
SPRING HUNT:  The Spring Hunt for 2009 will be an expansion of the Informal Group Hunt scheduled for May at Lafayette Park on May24th, starting at about 8 AM. Members may bring a picnic lunch for themselves and it will be a general hunt for those who attend. It has been decided that the club will provide prizes for certain finds made during the day. 
2009 FALL HUNT: As reported in previous newsletters, the hunt master for the Fall Hunt in 2009 is Drew Smith. If any of you wish to participate and help out with putting on the hunt, please let Drew or myself know. We have accumulated most of the silver coins for the hunt, but we will need to buy additional silver, items for the Surprise Hunt, and other prize items for raffles and other hunt needs. We will do our best to obtain all this at the most reasonable prices available to us during the upcoming year. If any of you see items suitable for use in the surprise hunt, such as at garage sales or thrift shops, go ahead and get them, if the price is right, and the club will reimburse you for the cost. Items include: jewelry, silver/gold rings, tokens, older coins, collectible pins, etc.
APRIL MEETING: The theme for the April meeting was The History of The Metal Detector. I presented some material related the history of metal detectors including articles I found on the internet.  Hopefully, I didn’t bore the members too much with my pitch. Maybe some of you actually learned something about the history of detectors that you didn’t already know. The detector demo for April was on White’s detectors and member, Andy Anderson, did a really nice job telling us all about using his White’s detector. He covered the pros and cons of using his machine, explaining use of the various controls and settings of the machine. He demonstrated the machine’s display and, with various sample targets, showed the results the machine produced. Andy also covered special techniques, tools, and procedures he uses when he is out metal detecting. Thanks to Andy for the great job he did last month.
MAY MEETING: The theme for the May meeting is the History of U. S. Coins. I will be giving a presentation covering how U.S coins were developed and their evolution over the years. The detector demo will be on Minelab detectors so bring yours in and tell us all about it.
FMDAC MEMBERSHIP:

Members were reminded that it is time to consider joining the FMDAC. We have a total of eighteen members that have already joined and as I receive their membership cards I will be mailing them with the newsletter or will give them out at the meeting. Members may sign the sheet to join and pay the $5.00 membership fee if they are interested in joining the FMDAC for 2009. If you wish to join the FMDAC, you may do so at future meetings or send payment directly to Gloria Umrath-a $5.00 check payable to Midwest Coinshooters should be included. 

COIN CLUB PRESENTATION: On April 22nd, I attended a meeting of the Missouri Numismatic Society coin club where Jerry Rowe, who gave a presentation to our club on the Civil War finds he has made, gave a presentation entitled, “Digging 101”. Jerry has found tons of great items over his many years of metal detecting and had many of them on display at the meeting. He also included many of the reference books on subjects such as the Civil War, tokens, buttons, and historic sites, that he uses to help him determine facts about the items he finds. The coin club sponsors coin shows during the year and has a show coming up on July 23-25, 2009 at the St. Charles Convention Center if you have an interest in attending. I met some of the coin club members and one of them, Michael Pfefferkorn, gave me his business card and told me he is interested in collecting tokens of all sorts and would be willing to pay for certain ones. If you have some tokens you might want to get rid of and make a bit of money, you may contact Mike at: pfeff1@mindspring.com
or call him at 314-832-6462. He is looking for the older and odder types of tokens.
INFORMAL GROUP HUNTS: We will continue the Informal Group Hunts in 2009 to help newer club members to learn how to use their detectors. It also promotes camaraderie within the club and gives members a chance to get out and hunt with others when they may not be able to metal detect by themselves. Because of the rainy conditions forecast for the April hunt at Rock Springs Park, I sent out a note to members inviting them to come to the park on Saturday instead of Sunday. We had a fairly good turnout of about ten members participating, with several silver coins being found. I know Mike Lauri found a Mercury dime, I found a Roosevelt, and later I heard from Emilian Taranu found a Barber dime. It was wet and muddy and we had to wait out a rainy period, but the sun did appear for a while. This month’s hunt of, of course, is the Spring Hunt and will be at LaFayette Park near Mississippi and LaFayette Streets. We will be giving away some prizes for certain finds made during the day. Bring a picnic lunch and your own drinks for lunch.Hope to see many of you there. Come as early as you wish and we will give out the prizes about 3 PM. We will record the finds made, so if you can’t stay until three, you still have a chance to win a prize. Everyone will be expected to be on their honor and we will trust you not to bring previous finds with you. Only items found that day at the park are eligible to win a prize-one prize to a member.
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1902 Indian Cent
Kevin Howe

Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1876 Seated dime
Mike Moutray

Most Valuable Item: Silver Ring
Mike Cundiff
Oddity: Soap token, Leonar Maierhoffer
Consolation Winner: 19xx Wheat Cent
Mike Heisler
Silver raffle winners: Don Davis, Roger Boss, Andy Anderson, Tom Van Lueven, Bob Teich, Dave Rayburn, Lloyd Keshinover
50/50 winner: Roger Horrom
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2009 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues payment is due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. Check your membership card to see when you are due.


