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MINUTES OF THE August 2009 MEETING-Next Meeting: September 17, 2009

Attendees: 32 plus 2 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Drew Smith; 10301 Baptist Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123; 314-406-7851;

Email: KSMITHNUT@aol.com)

MEETING MINUTES: The 306TH meeting began about 7:30 PM. First time guest, Mike Selke, was welcomed to the meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Our new Treasurer, Drew Smith took his place up front for the first time and as I had prepared this month’s report, I read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

AUGUST MEETING: We had a nice turnout and several items were discussed as follows: Discussion included the Fall Hunt, we all welcomed Drew Smith as new club secretary, a presentation on token collecting was made , and a detector demo took place on pinpointers including the Garrett pinpointer that will be given out as prizes in the upcoming Fall Hunt.
2009 FALL HUNT: Huntmaster, Drew Smith, brought us up to date on the status of the Fall Hunt scheduled to be held at Turner Camp Park on September 20th, 2009 for members only. Everything is on track to put on a very good Fall Hunt. We received the items we ordered from Garrett to be used as prizes which includes four pinpointers, a club hunt package, and a GTP1350 detector from Garrett. A pinpointer will be given out as a prize in each of the three hunts, the detector will be a main prize in a hunt day raffle, and the hunt package items will be used for prizes during the day’s events. Tickets will be available for purchase for the detector raffle and Main Raffle at the September club meeting and the day of the hunt. The Main Raffle will include ONE OF THE Garrett pinpointers,  a Bounty Hunter detector donated to the club by member, Joe Whys, full size Yamaha and Radio Shack electronic keyboards, several circular saws and jig saws donated by Dave Rayburn and Mike Heisler, silver dollars, older collectible coins, and other silver items. We are still adding items to the number of prizes to be given away in the Main Raffle. The club also received a very generous donation from Minelab which includes detector carrying bags, Minelab baseball caps, digging tools, and other goodies. These will all be given out as prizes in the hunts and in the Main Raffle. Other raffles during the day include a 50/50 raffle, and there will be six mini-raffles with a nice silver dollar, half, and quarter as prizes. To allow everyone a chance at winning in the mini raffles, we will sell tickets for each raffle as long as members want to buy them. Your chances of winning in the mini-raffle will vary each time depending on number of tickets sold. THERE WAS A COPY OF THE FALL HUNT, HUNT FLYER INCLUDED IN THE LAST NEWSLETTER.  Check out the flyer and note the schedule for the day’s events, the various costs to participate, and other details. Registration will start at 9:00 AM with each attendee paying a five dollar park use fee. Members participating in the Main Silver Hunt will pay $7.00 to help us put more targets in the field due to the higher cost of silver this year. There will be a Numbered Target Hunt at 10:00 AM with a five dollar entry fee. There will be forty, five dollar prize tokens in the hunt which will be paid back out as cash prizes and a token for a Garrett pinpointer will be in the field. The second hunt will be the Surprise Hunt at 11:00 AM with all kinds of targets: silver coins, rings, coin caches and many other goodies. Another Garrett pinpointer token will be available for finding in this hunt as well as some special prize tokens. Following our pot luck picnic lunch, the Main Hunt will take place about 1:30 PM with all silver coins ranging from dimes to dollars. There will be one Garret pinpointer token to be found in this hunt and almost one hundred numbered tokens that are each good for a nice prize. Don’t forget to bring a food item to share for the pot luck picnic lunch. A prize coin will be awarded to the food item voted as the favorite. The club will provide hamburgers, hotdogs, and sodas. Volunteers are needed to help bury targets on Saturday morning starting about 9:00 AM if you want to help out. Be sure your dues are paid up to date as no renewals are allowed the day of the hunt. If your membership is due in September, you are good to hunt in the Fall Hunt. PLEASE BRING SMALL BILLS TO BUY RAFFLE TICKETS, ETC. AS THIS WILL HELP SELLERS MAKE CHANGE AS NECESSARY. This will be a really good hunt, so be sure to plan on being there.
AUGUST MEETING: The theme for the August meeting was Collecting Tokens. I brought in my token collection for display and had all my research data that I had obtained from the internet and other sources. I talked about all the various types of tokens and a general discussion took place among members. Pinpointers were discussed during the detector demo, which included the Tiny Tec, the Garrett, and several other pinpointers that had been brought to the meeting. Various aspects about the pros and cons of each pinpointers were presented.
SEPTEMBER MEETING:  The theme for the September meeting is “Collecting bottles”. We will have a general discussion on collecting bottles. Member Dave Keding had volunteered to do a presentation on bottle collecting, but he recently contacted me to let me know he has moved to Ohio and will not be here to do the presentation. As a result, members are encouraged to bring in any collectible bottles they have and to plan on telling members about their finds. Many of us have a few old bottles around the house that we either found while out detecting or that we may have bought at a flea market or from another source that are interesting and worth seeing. The detector   demo for the September meeting is on under water metal detectors. If you have a water metal detector, bring it to the meeting and tell us all about it. Under water detectors are good to have as many say that water detecting sites are the only remaining good sites left to be detected and the finds are great.
HISTORY MUSEUM EVENT: Update: Whiles at last month’s Informal Group hunt at Forest Park, I went to the History Museum and met with Barney Bradshaw about the following: We had been contacted by Barney Bradshaw, Special and Educational Events Coordinator for the St. Louis History Museum to participate in the Treasure Exhibit scheduled to take place at the museum from 10/18/09 through 1/3/10. We will be participating in two events. One is on October 11th when information on Missouri Treasure Hunters will be on display. Bill Mathews and I plan on setting up a display showing our detecting finds and highlighting the hobby of metal detecting in Missouri. We will also do it again on October 27th during the Halloween when the theme will be about pirates. We will discuss this more at the August meeting and if anyone else wishes to participate we can talk about it at the meeting. This should be a good chance for our club to get a bit of publicity and may lead to more members.
FMDAC MEMBERSHIP:

Members were reminded that it is time to consider joining the FMDAC. We have a total of twenty-five members that have already joined and I waiting for three membership cards. Members may sign the sheet to join and pay the $5.00 membership fee if they are interested in joining the FMDAC for 2009. If you wish to join the FMDAC, you may do so at future meetings or send payment directly to Drew Smith-a $5.00 check payable to Midwest Coinshooters should be included. 

INFORMAL GROUP HUNTS: Last month’s hunt was at Forest Park with five members showing up to hunt. We had a good day, weather –wise, but we were unable to find any silver coins though a few wheat pennies were recovered. This month’s hunt will be a week early on the 13th due to the Fall Hunt being on the 20th. It will be at Creve Coeur Park located at Marine and Dorsett Roads. We will probably meet in the upper portion of the park off Dorsett Road and may move around later. Come as early as you wish and stay as late as you want. Hopefully we can find a few good old coins at this park that have just been waiting to see the light of day for the first time in many years. 
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1876 CC Seated Dime
Roger Boss
Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1901 O coin
Mike Moutray
Most Valuable Item: Silver hat-Joe Wyhs
Oddity: Track and field token medal
Bobby Lewis
Consolation Winner: Gerber Spoon
Andy Anderson
Silver raffle winners: Joe Wyhs, Leonard Maierhoffer, Kelly Faust, Bob Teich, Dave Rayburn, Mike Heisler, and Gene Tanner
50/50 winner: 
Dan Forth
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2009 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues payment is due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. Check your membership card to see when you are due.

TO GET TO THE FALL HUNT:

DIRECTIONS: FROM ST. LOUIS TAKE 55 SOUTH TO RICHARDSON ROAD/ WEST OUTER ROAD EXIT 190, GO SOUTH 2 ½ MILES ON OUTER ROAD, TURNER CAMP IS ON THE RIGHT. LOOK FOR SIGNS
REMEMBER TO ALWAYS FOLLOW THE TREASURE HUNTER’S CODE OF ETHICS: 

Fill all holes

Remove all trash dug

Act in a professional manner

Never hunt private property without permission

Check federal, state, county, and local laws

Leave the area as-good-as or better than you found it

Promote the hobby whenever possible

GOOD LUCK WITH ALL YOUR METAL DETECTING ADVENTURES AND MAY YOU SOON PASS THAT COIL OVER THAT EVER SO ELUSIVE GOLD COIN!


