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MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 2009 MEETING-Next Meeting: MARCH 19, 2009

Attendees: 25 plus 2 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Gloria Umrath; 856 Prigge Road, St. Louis, MO  63138 (No Phone)

MEETING MINUTES: The 300th meeting began about 7:30 PM. First time guests, Tom Markovich, Dave Edwards, and Matt Koppen were welcomed to the meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath was not at the meeting, so I read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

FEBRUARY MEETING: There was a fairly good turnout and several items were discussed as follows: 


I wanted to get some items established for the upcoming year such as the informal group hunt sites and schedule, the theme night topics, plans for the Spring Hunt and Fall Hunt, FMDAC membership, and a few general items for discussion. 

SPRING HUNT:  The Spring Hunt for 2009 was discussed and it was eventually decided to just expand the Informal Group Hunt scheduled for May and call it the Spring Hunt. LaFayette Park was picked as the site for the Spring Hunt and it will take place on May24th. Members may bring a picnic lunch for themselves and it will be a general hunt for those who attend. It is to be decided yet as to whether the club will provide prizes for certain finds made during the day. We will discuss this more at future meetings. We will keep this hunt very informal which allows us to save more of our treasury for use for the Fall Hunt. This is a good, old park and has produced some good finds in the past, so we hope you will mark your calendars and will plan on attending.
2009 FALL HUNT: As reported in previous newsletters, the hunt master for the Fall Hunt in 2009 is Drew Smith. I will be working with Drew to put together the Fall Hunt budget, planning of the day’s hunts, purchasing of the coins and other targets, and all other necessary planning to make this year’s event another success. If any of you wish to participate and help out with putting on the hunt, please let Drew or myself know. I have picked up some of the silver needed as silver prices are down currently, but we will need to buy additional silver, items for the Surprise Hunt, and other prize items for raffles and other hunt requirements. We will do our best to obtain all this at the most reasonable prices available to us during the upcoming year. If any of you have silver to sell the club let us know.

FMDAC MEMBERSHIP:

Members were reminded that it is time to consider joining the FMDAC. We have twelve members that have already joined and as I receive their membership cards I will be mailing them with the newsletter or will give them out at the meeting. Members may sign the sheet to join and pay the $5.00 membership fee if they are interested in joining the FMDAC for 2009. If you wish to join the FMDAC, you may do so at future meetings or send payment directly to Gloria Umrath-a $5.00 check payable to Midwest Coinshooters should be included. 

2009 MEETING CONTENT: At the February meeting, we discussed what members want to see presented at the monthly meetings. Last year, we had “Theme Night” with various subjects that I pre-selected for each meeting. At the February meeting I presented a list of topics for consideration for themes for each meeting. After reviewing the topics, it was decided that the March meeting theme would be “Target Retrieval”. Member David Keding volunteered to do a theme night in September on “Bottles and Bottle Collecting”.  If you wish to serve as a speaker for a certain topic on the list, let me know and we can work out the details. Below is a finalized list of the Theme Topics for this year. We may need to make some changes as commitments to giving presentations is developed, so keep an eye on your newsletters for possible revisions.
THEME NIGHT TOPICS:

(Potential-not firm)
Mar-Target Retrieval

Apr- History of Detectors

May- History of Coins

June-Detecting Safely

July- Displaying finds

Aug- Token collecting

Sep-Bottle Collecting
Oct-Civil War

Nov-Arrowheads and projectiles

Five club members did make a trip on February 25th to the Newman Money Museum and met with the curator of the museum, Tom Serfass. We talked with him about our club and asked him if he might be interested in coming to a meeting and giving a presentation on collecting coins and talking about the money museum. He indicated he would be able to and since then, I have emailed him to firm up details, but have yet to hear back from him. I will get this on the meeting schedule once I hear back from him.
CIVIL WAR BATTLEFIELD STUDY: It was announced at the February meeting that another Civil War Battlefield study with an archaeology group would be taking place on March 6th and 7th, and our members were asked if they wanted to participate. The study was to be in Bates County, Missouri and the study would be surveying the Battle of Island Mound which was fought in 1862. The Battle was between confederate aligned guerilla cavalry (numbering between 400 and 600) and the 1st Kansas Colored Volunteer Infantry (numbering about 225). This battle marked the first time a black unit fought for the United States. The unit even had black officers, something no black unit was to have until the late 20th century, for all practical purposes. The 1st Kansas defeated the mounted southerners in something of a running Battle. Members, Bill Mathews and James Wurth, along with Don Harbaugh, did make the trip and Bill Filed a report with me when he returned home on Saturday the 7th. Bill and Don left St. Louis together at about 2 AM Thursday night for the drive to nearly the Kansas border. James also left separately about the same time. They met about 7 AM in Butler, Mo and had a quick breakfast before meeting with the group of archaeologists and heading out to the battlefield hunt site. The group spent all of Friday and until about noon on Saturday detecting the fields and collecting artifacts and logging the data. They worked in groups of detector operators, who located potential targets and marked them with flags. A group of diggers would follow them and dig the targets for analysis and logging. Bill indicated that some artifacts were found, some of these were found by the archaeologists on the pre-hunt days of Wednesday and Thursday. James Wurth did find a 1907 dime. Bill reported that everyone had a good time and it turned out that the State Parks people paid for their motel room. They all had a nice dinner together on Friday night which allowed everyone to get to know one another better and to talk about the day’s events and finds. The weather cooperated with no rain and warm temperatures. Bill and Jim will provide more details on their trip to this event at the March club meeting.
INFORMAL GROUP HUNTS: We will continue the Informal Group Hunts in 2009 as this is a very good way for newer club members to learn how to use their detectors with help from some of the more experienced club members. It also promotes camaraderie within the club and gives members a chance to get out to hunt with others when they may not be able to metal detect by themselves. I have put list of hunt sites and a schedule together and it is included in this newsletter. Be sure to save this for future reference throughout the year. As you will see, there are new locations on this year’s schedule and some of them are a bit farther to drive. It was felt that many of the closer parks have been visited quite a few times over the years and it was time for some new places to try. It is hoped this will not discourage you from attending these hunts. If we know in advance who all are planning on attending, some car pooling may be able to take place to save on gas.
BURNED HOUSE SEARCH

I was contacted about a month ago by an individual living in the Godfrey, Illinois area whose house had burned. He was looking for help to find some gold rings and other jewelry that were in the house at the time of the fire. Member, Libby Truetken and I went to the home and spent about two hours searching as best we could through all the rubble and ashes to see if we could find the items. There was a lot of wire, metal gussets, and other debris that prevented us from being successful, but we were thanked for our efforts.
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1917 S. L. Quarter

Bob Edwards
Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1958 Quarter
Bob Teich
Most Valuable Item: 1809 Token
Dave Keding

Oddity: Dog Tags
Mike Heisler
Consolation Winner: Mercury Dime
Dan Forth

Silver raffle winners: Bill Mathews (2), Doug Bierce, Bob Wilderman, Kelly Faust, Mike Heisler, Bobby Lewis
50/50 winner: 
Joe Whys
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2009 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues payment is due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. Check your membership card to see when you are due.

INFORMAL GROUP HUNT SCHEDULE FOR 2009:

(Save for future reference)

March-Blanchette Park-St. Charles, MO Randolph Street

April-Rock Springs Park-Alton, Illinois

May-LaFayette Park-LaFayette/Mississippi Streets (SPRING HUNT)

June-Carondolet Park-
Loughborough/Hiway 55

July-Desoto Park-

 Desoto, MO
Aug- Litchfield Park- 
Litchfield, Illinois

Sept-Creve Coeur Park-Dorsett Rd/Marine

Oct-Hillsboro Park- 

Hillsboro, Missouri

Nov-Forest Park- 

Hampton/Hiway 64 

(depends on the 

weather)_

We will provide more detailed directions on how to get to some of these parks at the meetings and in future newsletters.

