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MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2009 MEETING-Next Meeting: FEBRUARY 19, 2009

Attendees: 19 plus 2 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Gloria Umrath; 856 Prigge Road, St. Louis, MO  63138 (No Phone)

MEETING MINUTES: The 299th meeting began about 7:30 PM. First time guest, Robert Jobson was welcomed to the meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. Many items were discussed and the details follow:

JANUARY MEETING: Attendance was a bit light as the meeting came early in the month and the weather was quite cold. Several items were discussed as follows. 


Members were reminded that it is time to consider joining the FMDAC. Some members have already joined and I have received their membership cards and will be mailing them with this newsletter or giving them out at the February meeting. Members may sign the sheet to join and pay the $5.00 membership fee if they are interested in joining the FMDAC for 2009. If you wish to join the FMDAC, you may do so at future meetings or send payment directly to Gloria Umrath-a $5.00 check payable to Midwest Coinshooters should be included. 


I went over an article from member, Bob Wilderman, about how people in China are producing very good replicas of coins from countries all over the world, including U. S. coins. Though the replicas must be stamped to indicate they are not real, some apparently don’t end up with this mark. Please be aware if ordering coins via the internet or other sources that such coins are out there and that some people may not be representing them correctly. Buyer Beware

2009 FALL HUNT: As reported in previous newsletters, the hunt master for the Fall Hunt in 2009 is Drew Smith. I will be working with Drew to put together the Fall Hunt budget, planning of the day’s hunts, purchasing of the coins and other targets, and all other necessary planning to make this year’s event another success. If any of you wish to participate and help out with putting on the hunt, please let Drew or myself know. I have picked up some of the silver needed as silver prices are down currently, but we will need to buy additional silver, items for the Surprise Hunt, and other prize items for raffles and other hunt requirements. We will do our best to obtain all this at the most reasonable prices available to us during the upcoming year. If any of you have silver to sell the club let us know.

2009 SPRING HUNT: Discussion continued at the January meeting as to whether the club should also put on some sort of Spring Hunt for its members this year. We will discuss this further at future meetings including the location, the type of hunt, the cost, and who will serve as hunt master or at least do the work to put on such a hunt. It may turn out to be just an extended informal group hunt and encourage more members to attend by offering  some prizes for special finds.
2009 MEETING CONTENT: At the January meeting, we discussed what members want to see presented at the monthly meetings. Last year, we had “Theme Night” with various subjects that I pre-selected for each meeting. Feedback indicated that members would be interested in seeing detector demos. This would involve a member or two telling about a certain brand of detector they own. They would provide the pros and cons of the machine, demonstrate the operation of the machine, and answer questions from members. I have set up a schedule (included below in this newsletter) with each meeting highlighting a different brand of detector. If you wish to participate in the demo or have questions about the machine being featured at a meeting, you are encouraged to bring in your detector that night and be prepared to give a demonstration on its use or ask your questions. I have also included a list of topics for consideration for themes for the each meeting. Some of these themes will be firmed up with actual meeting dates, with some of the themes based on being able to find a speaker for each particular theme night. If you wish to serve as a speaker for a certain topic on the list, let me know and we can firm up the schedule.
DETECTOR DEMO SCHEDULE:

February: Fisher

March: Tesoro

April: White’s

May: Minelab

June: Bounty Hunter

July: Garrett
August: Pin pointers

Sept.: Water detectors

Oct.: Recovery tools

Nov.: Party meeting

THEME NIGHT TOPICS:

(Potential-not firm)
Civil War night

Money Museum

Coin collecting

Displaying your finds

Token collecting

History of Coins

History of Detectors
Metal detecting safely

Preserving your finds

Researching hunt sites

Hobbies/Collections

Arrowheads/projectiles

I would like to get a firm list of topics and meeting dates established at the February meeting with a volunteer or two for each topic to head up each meeting. If you feel you would enjoy doing one of the theme nights, let me know. Also, if you have additional ideas for themes, let me know and we can get them added in and scheduled.

INFORMAL GROUP HUNTS: We will continue the Informal Group Hunts in 2009 as this is a very good way for newer club members to learn how to use their detectors with help from some of the more experienced club members. It also promotes camaraderie within the club and gives members a chance to get out to hunt with others when they may not be able to metal detect by themselves. A list of hunt sites will be put together and published in a future newsletter and, as usual, I am asking for possible new hunt sites to include on the list. Come to the February meeting with some ideas for new sites. We can include parks such as, Forest Park, O’Fallon Park, Fairgrounds, LaFayette, Carondolet, Jones, Blanchette, Creve Coeur, and Spanish Lake, but it would be nice to have some new sites we might not have hunted as a group before. It may be time to consider a location that is a bit of traveling distance from St. Louis (less than 50 miles or so) for an informal group hunt. We could do a bit of carpooling if gas goes back up again and if we know in advance who plans on going.

FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 1877CC Quarter
Jim Strake

Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1892D Quarter
David Keding

Most Valuable Item: 1899O Dime
Dan Forth

Oddity: Horse shoe
Andy Anderson

Consolation Winner: Lady Bug pendant

Joe Wyhs

Silver raffle winners: David Keding (2), Mary Horrom, Jim Strake, Karen Voight
50/50 winner: 
Chester Burgett
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2009 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues payment is due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. Check your membership card to see when you are due.


