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MINUTES OF THE JULY 2009 MEETING-Next Meeting: AUGUST 20, 2009

Attendees: 30 plus 2 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Drew Smith; 10301 Baptist Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123; 314-406-7851;

Email: KSMITHNUT@aol.com)

MEETING MINUTES: The 305TH meeting began about 7:30 PM. There were no first time guests.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, was not at the meeting, so I read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

JULY MEETING: We had a nice turnout and several items were discussed as follows: Discussion included the Fall Hunt, request for a new club secretary, a presentation on how to display your finds, and a detector demo on Garrett detectors. 
NEW TREASURER: As you can see from above, we have a new club treasurer. Long time club member and treasurer, Gloria Umrath, has decided to hang up her treasurer’s hat. Gloria has served as treasurer since 1982 and has done a tremendous job taking care of keeping the club checking account and treasury balanced for all these years. She has tirelessly given of her time by attending meetings, spending personal time to keep the club records correctly, and reporting on our finances at meetings. Gloria will remain a member of the club and will finally get the opportunity to enjoy the meeting from “out in front”. Taking her place as treasurer is Drew Smith. Drew is one of our most enthusiastic members and wishes to serve the club in many different ways as can be seen by his volunteering to serve as huntmaster this year and now treasurer. All future club dues payments can be sent to Drew at his address provided above and communications with him can be done via phone or email. Our club members all join in thanking Gloria for her many dedicated years of serving the club so faithfully.
2009 FALL HUNT: Huntmaster, Drew Smith, brought us up to date on the status of the Fall Hunt scheduled to be held at Turner Camp Park on September 20th, 2009 for members only. Drew and I held a budget planning meeting and have good plan in place to make the Fall Hunt a success. The club had contacted White’s detectors, Garrett, and Minelab for donations for the hunt. Members decided to change plans for purchasing two hunt packages from White’s and voted to purchase four pinpointers, a club hunt package, and a GTP1350 detector from Garrett. The pinpointers will be given out as prizes in the three hunts, the detector will be a main prize in a hunt day raffle, and the hunt package items will be used for prizes during the day’s events. Tickets will be available for purchase for the detector raffle and Main Raffle at the August club meeting and the day of the hunt. The Main Raffle will include a Bounty Hunter detector donated to the club by member, Joe Whys, a full size Yamaha electronic keyboard, silver dollars, older collectible coins, and other silver items. We are still adding items to the number of prizes to be given away in the Main Raffle. THERE IS A COPY OF THE FALL HUNT, HUNT FLYER INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER.  Check out the flyer and note the schedule for the day’s events, the various costs to participate, and other details. Registration will start at 9:00 AM with each attendee paying a five dollar park use fee. Members participating in the Main Silver Hunt will pay $7.00 to help us put more targets in the field due to the higher cost of silver this year. There will be a Numbered Target Hunt at 10:00 AM with a five dollar entry fee. All money taken in will be paid back out as cash prizes and a token for a Garrett pinpointer will be in the field. The second hunt will be the Surprise Hunt at 11:00 AM with all kinds of targets: silver coins, rings, coin caches and many other goodies. Another Garrett pinpointer token will be available for finding in this hunt as well as some special prize tokens. Following our pot luck picnic lunch, the Main Hunt will take place about 1:00 PM with all silver coins ranging from dimes to dollars. Special numbered tokens will provide their finders with some nice prizes. There will be two Garret pinpointer tokens to be found in this hunt. Don’t forget to bring a food item to share for the pot luck picnic lunch. A prize coin will be awarded to the food item voted as the favorite. The club will provide hamburgers, hotdogs, and sodas. Volunteers are needed to help bury targets on Saturday morning starting about 9:00 AM if you want to help out. Be sure your dues are paid up to date as no renewals are allowed the day of the hunt. This will be a really good hunt, so be sure to plan on being there.
JULY MEETING: The theme for the July meeting was How to Display your Finds. I presented some ideas and suggestions on how to build display cases, other ways to cleverly display your finds, and had some sample display items for everyone to see. The detector demo for July was on Garrett  detectors. I had a Garrett GTA 500 that I brought and a general discussion took place with several members talking about the many features of the Garrett detectors. 
AUGUST MEETING:  The theme for the August meeting is “Collecting Tokens”. We will have a general discussion on collecting tokens. I will have some information from the internet about various types of tokens, and will bring in my collection of tokens. Members are encouraged to bring in tokens they have found while detecting, any collected tokens they have, and to plan on telling members about their finds. There are a lot of interesting tokens out there to collect and find and many have an interesting history. The demo for the August meeting is on pinpointers. If you have a pinpointer, bring it to the meeting and tell us all about it. Pinpointers are handy to help find that elusive target.
HISTORY MUSEUM EVENT: We have been contacted by Barney Bradshaw, Special and Educational Events Coordinator for the St. Louis History Museum to participate in the Treasure Exhibit scheduled to take place at the museum from 10/18/09 through 1/3/10. We will be participating in two events. One is on October 11th when information on Missouri Treasure Hunters will be on display. Bill Mathews and I plan on setting up a display showing our detecting finds and highlighting the hobby of metal detecting in Missouri. We will also do it again on October 27th during the Halloween when the theme will be about pirates. We will discuss this more at the August meeting and if anyone else wishes to participate we can talk about it at the meeting. This should be a good chance for our club to get a bit of publicity and may lead to more members.
FMDAC MEMBERSHIP:

Members were reminded that it is time to consider joining the FMDAC. We have a total of twenty-five members that have already joined and I waiting for three membership cards. Members may sign the sheet to join and pay the $5.00 membership fee if they are interested in joining the FMDAC for 2009. If you wish to join the FMDAC, you may do so at future meetings or send payment directly to Drew Smith-a $5.00 check payable to Midwest Coinshooters should be included. 

INFORMAL GROUP HUNTS: Last month’s hunt was at Walther Park in Desoto Missouri. We had a really good turnout with 15 members attending. We hunted several different parks in Desoto during the day and as far as I know, there were eight silver dimes found-two Mercurys and six Roosevelts. The hunt for August was scheduled to be at Sunshine Park in Litchfield, Illinois. However, due to the driving distance and the current hard ground conditions, I have decided to reschedule the informal group hunt to be closer to St. Louis. The hunt will be held on the 23rd at Forest Park near Highway 64/40 and Hampton. Remember that the highway is closed and you should plan an alternate route into the park (maybe from the West or North sides of the park). Hopefully we will get some rain soon and the ground will be softer to dig in. Come as early as you wish and stay as late as you want. Hopefully we can find a few good old coins at this park that have just been waiting to see the light of day for the first time in many years. 
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1877 Seated Dime
Jim Strake

Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1941 Quarter
Roger Horrom

Most Valuable Item: 1942 fifty cent Phillipine coin-Steve Morris
Oddity: Missouri state seal medal
Leonard Maierhoffer

Consolation Winner: Drink token
Roger Boss

Silver raffle winners: Tom VanLueven, Leonard Maierhoffer, Libby Truetken (2), Bill Mathews, Ian Phillips, Dan Forth
50/50 winner: 
Zach Phillips
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2009 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues payment is due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. Check your membership card to see when you are due.

REMEMBER TO ALWAYS FOLLOW THE TREASURE HUNTER’S CODE OF ETHICS: 

Fill all holes

Remove all trash dug

Act in a professional manner

Never hunt private property without permission

Check federal, state, county, and local laws

Leave the area as-good-as or better than you found it

Promote the hobby whenever possible

GOOD LUCK WITH ALL YOUR METAL DETECTING ADVENTURES AND MAY YOU SOON PASS THAT COIL OVER THAT EVER SO ELUSIVE GOLD COIN!

MIDWEST COINSHOOTERS AND HISTORICAL CLUB

29TH ANNUAL FALL HUNT 

SUNDAY-SEPTEMBER 20th,   2009
TURNER CAMP PARK-CLUB & FAMILY MEMBERS ONLY

A FUN DAY OF HUNTS INCLUDING: 

A NUMBERED TARGET HUNT, SURPRISE HUNT, AND A MAIN HUNT. 

POT LUCK PICNIC LUNCH (HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, AND SODAS PROVIDED BY THE CLUB)-MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO BRING A FOOD ITEM TO SHARE, 

RAFFLES: MINI-RAFFLES, A 50/50, DETECTOR RAFFLE, AND A MAIN RAFFLE 

9:00-REGISTRATION-$5.00 ENTRY FEE FOR EACH ATTENDEE (HUNTING OR NOT) TO COVER PARK USE FEE. PAY $7.00 MAIN HUNT FEE AND $5.00 NUMBERED TARGET HUNT FEE (IF PARTICIPATING). 
10:00-NUMBERED TARGET HUNT-$5.00 ENTRY FEE-A 30 MINUTE TIMED HUNT. PAYBACK TYPE HUNT-ALL MONEY TAKEN IN IS PAID BACK AS PRIZES. NUMBERED TARGETS WILL PROVIDE THE FINDERS WITH CASH PRIZES. A TOKEN FOR A GARRETT PINPOINTER IS INCLUDED IN THIS HUNT. 

11:00-SURPRISE HUNT-FREE HUNT OPEN TO MEMBERS.TARGETS INCLUDE A GARRETT PINPOINTER, SILVER AND OTHER COINS, COIN CACHES, GOLD/SILVER RINGS AND JEWELRY, AND MANY OTHER SUPRISES. HUNT IN LOW DISCRIMINATION. AND DIG CAREFULLY TO AVOID DAMAGING TARGETS.

12:00-LUNCH TIME-HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS AND SODAS PROVIDED BY CLUB. MEMBERS ARE URGED TO BRING A DISH TO SHARE; CAN’T COOK? BRING SOME SILVER COINS, SODAS, OR A PRIZE DONATION. A PRIZE GOES TO THE MEMBER THAT IS VOTED FOR AS HAVING THE BEST DISH. THANKS FOR SHARING! VOLUNTEERS TO HELP SET UP AND PREPARE THE COOKED FOOD ARE APPRECIATED.

1:30-MAIN HUNT-$7.00 ENTRY FEE (TO COVER THE HIGHER COST OF GOLD AND SILVER). OPEN TO ALL PAID-UP-DUES MEMBERS. THIS BIG HUNT OF THE DAY INCLUDES LOTS OF SILVER COINS, TWO GARRETT PINPOINTER TOKENS, PRIZE TOKENS (SILVER DIMES WITH A NUMBER STAMPED ON ONE SIDE). PRIZE TOKENS ARE FOR PRIZES DONATED BY CLUB MEMBERS AND SOME THE CLUB PURCHASED. IF YOU WANT TO SEE PRIZES ON THE TABLE, IT IS ASKED THAT YOU DONATE SOMETHING. EACH PRIZE WILL HAVE A TOKEN NUMBER ASSIGNED AND YOU GET TO RETRIEVE THE PRIZE RIGHT AFTER THE HUNT-TURN IN YOUR TOKEN TO THE PRIZE COORDINATOR TO COLLECT IT AND SO WE CAN RECORD EACH RECIPIENT. 
2:45-RAFFLE DRAWINGS/PRIZE COLLECTION- COLLECT YOUR PRIZE(S) FOR TOKENS FOUND IN THE MAIN HUNT. THE 50/50 RAFFLE, THE MAIN RAFFLE, AND GARRETT DETECTOR RAFFLE DRAWINGS WILL BE HELD. TICKET SALES GO ALL DAY- SEVERAL MINI-RAFFLES WILL BE HELD AT CERTAIN TIMES.

3:30-CLOSE OF HUNT AND CLEAN UP- HELP WITH CLEANING UP THE PARK WILL BE GREATLY
APPRECIATED, ALL LEFT OVER FOOD SHOULD BE REMOVED BY OWNER. THANKS FOR YOUR HELP.

RULES: PAID UP-TO-DATE MEMBERSHIP, NO RENEWALS ON HUNT DAY.

MAKE SURE YOUR DUES ARE PAID BY THE SEPTEMBER MEETING.
FILL ALL HOLES!!! TARGETS ARE SHALLOW. NO LARGE DIGGING TOOLS. SMALL TROWELS, KNIVES, AND PROBES ALLOWED.  NO TEAM HUNTING (EXCEPT FOR THOSE WITH DISABILITIES AND YOUNG CHILDREN). HUNTMASTER’S DECISIONS ARE FINAL. NEITHER MIDWEST COINSHOOTERS AND HISTORICAL CLUB NOR ANY OF ITS OFFICERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ACCIDENTS AND OR PERSONAL PROPERTY. DO NOT LEAVE DETECTORS AND EQUIPMENT UNATTENDED.  
HUNT IS HELD RAIN OR SHINE, SO COME PREPARED.

DIRECTIONS: FROM ST. LOUIS TAKE 55 SOUTH TO RICHARDSON ROAD/ WEST OUTER ROAD EXIT 190, GO SOUTH 2 ½ MILES ON OUTER ROAD, TURNER CAMP IS ON THE RIGHT. LOOK FOR SIGNS
HAVE FUN-BE CAREFUL-GOOD LUCK TO ALL


