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MINUTES OF THE JUNE 2009 MEETING-Next Meeting: JULY 16, 2009

Attendees: 23 plus 3 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Gloria Umrath; 856 Prigge Road, St. Louis, MO  63138 (No Phone)

MEETING MINUTES: The 304TH meeting began about 7:30 PM. First time guests, Delores Green and Steve Morris were welcomed to the meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

JUNE MEETING: We had a nice turnout and several items were discussed as follows: Discussion included the Fall Hunt, FMDAC membership, a report on metal detecting in Tower Grove Park, a presentation on the aspects of metal detecting safely, and a detector demo on Bounty Hunter detectors. 
2009 FALL HUNT: As reported in previous newsletters, the hunt master for the Fall Hunt in 2009 is Drew Smith. I discussed that I had contacted Garrett, Whites, and Minelab to see if we can get them to donate some items to be given out at the Fall Hunt. I received feedback from Garrett and Whites, but not Minelab. Both Garrett and Whites offer “club hunt packages” for sale to clubs for use at their hunts. Following discussion, members voted to buy two hunt packages from Whites for $25.00 each. Also discussed was possibly buying a detector from Garrett for half retail price to be given away as a prize. Update: I re-contacted Whites and they also offer their detectors at half price. I will present details at the July meeting on each company’s offer and we can vote on what we want to do. I also found out it will cost $10.60 cents each to ship the two hunt packages and I will discuss that at the meeting. Drew and I have a planning meeting scheduled before the club meeting and we will also report on what we get done. We have accumulated most of the silver coins for the hunt, but we will need to buy additional silver, items for the Surprise Hunt, and other prize items for raffles and other hunt needs. If any of you see items suitable for use in the surprise hunt, such as at garage sales or thrift shops, go ahead and get them, if the price is right, and the club will reimburse you for the cost. Items include: jewelry, silver/gold rings, tokens, older coins, collectible pins, etc. I did manage to purchase 61 rings at a sale for use in the hunt.
JUNE MEETING: The theme for the June meeting was Metal Detecting Safely. I presented some guidelines and suggestions for members to prepare themselves for a detecting outing that would assure them of a safe trip. Suggestions included: communicating your plan with others so at least someone knows where you will be detecting. Hunt with a partner and don’t change your plans without telling someone. I also covered many ways to prepare in advance to ensure a safe trip. I covered the use of appropriate equipment, supplies, and clothing. I hope that at least some of the members picked up a few good pointers from my presentation about how to be sure to be safe when out detecting. The detector demo for June was on bounty Hunter detectors and a general discussion took place with several members talking about the many features of the Bounty Hunter detectors. I had a Bounty Hunter Land Star model on hand to help with the demo and discussion.
TOWER GROVE PARK:
I told at the June meeting about contacting the park director at Tower Grove Park as Delores Green, our visitor, had sent me the rules and regulations for the park pertaining to metal detecting in the park. In general, they said: metal detecting in the park is allowed with a written permit from the park director. I wanted some clarification and I have now received it. Mr. Ramsey from the park called me since the meeting and indication that what the rules say is correct, however, the park director has never issued a metal detecting permit, and there are no plans on issuing any in the future. Thus, we can rule out ever metal detecting in Tower Grove Park. Pass this on to any other metal detectorists you may know so they are properly informed. Do not get our club in trouble by not following the rules and trying to detect in the park.
JULY MEETING:  The theme for the July meeting is “Displaying Your Finds”. We will have a general discussion on methods and types of displays that may used to best show off all those good finds we have made. I may do a short demo on building display cases and I will have some examples of things I have done to display my finds. Members are encouraged to bring any ideas and examples of things they have done to display their finds. Feel free to join in on the discussion and present your ideas to the members.  The on Garrett Detectors so bring yours in and tell us all about it.
WIFE SWAP SHOW:
Want to be on ABC’s Wife Swap show? They are looking for a metal detector enthusiast and family and will pay $20k if you are picked. The show involves two families swapping wives for a week and “sharing” their different life styles. If you have seen the show, you may know that many conflicts can arise. If interested: Contact Molly Sebastian (Casting Producer) at 646-747-7960 or email her at: mollysebastioncasting@gmail.com  They are also paying $1000 if you refer a family and they end up on the show.
FMDAC MEMBERSHIP:

Members were reminded that it is time to consider joining the FMDAC. We have a total of twenty-two members that have already joined and I have received their membership cards and mailed them with the newsletter. Members may sign the sheet to join and pay the $5.00 membership fee if they are interested in joining the FMDAC for 2009. If you wish to join the FMDAC, you may do so at future meetings or send payment directly to Gloria Umrath-a $5.00 check payable to Midwest Coinshooters should be included. 

INFORMAL GROUP HUNTS: We will continue the Informal Group Hunts in 2009 to help newer club members to learn how to use their detectors. It also promotes camaraderie within the club and gives members a chance to get out and hunt with others when they may not be able to metal detect by themselves. This month’s hunt will be Sunday the 19th, at Walther Park in Desoto Missouri on Main Street. I have included a map in this newsletter and hope to see many of you there. I know it is a bit of a trip for some of you, but we wanted to try some new parks this year and this is the first one. Come as early as you wish and stay as late as you want. Hopefully we can find a few good old coins at this park that have just been waiting to see the light of day for the first time in many years. 
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1883 Indian cent
Dan Forth

Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1892 Barber dime
Jim Strake

Most Valuable Item: Gold pated ring
Mike Moutray

Oddity: Copper Bracelet, Roger Horrom
Consolation Winner: Token
Mike Heisler

Silver raffle winners: Bob Wilderman, Leonard Maierhoffer, Mike Heisler, Andy Anderson, Dave Rayburn, Roger Horrom, Dan Forth
50/50 winner: Jim Strake
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2009 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues payment is due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. Check your membership card to see when you are due.

Below is the map to Walter Park in Desoto Missouri:
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Take Highway 21 south from Interstate 270, turn left on State Road E and go into Desoto. Cross the RR tracks and turn right on SR-E, go to Parkview Drive and the Park is on the right. Note: there is another old park in Desoto (Spross) and we may try that later in the day.
































