
MIDWEST COINSHOOTERS AND HISTORICAL CLUB

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

Member FMDAC


Club Website: http://www.midwestcoinshooters.com
NEWSLETTER-MARCH 19, 2009

VOLUME 25, ISSUE 3
MEETING LOCATION: Tharp Civic Center (Jennings), 

8720 Jennings Station Road   Time: 7:30 PM- 3rd Thursday (Except December)

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 2009 MEETING-Next Meeting: APRIL 16, 2009

Attendees: 30 plus 3 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Gloria Umrath; 856 Prigge Road, St. Louis, MO  63138 (No Phone)

MEETING MINUTES: The 301ST meeting began about 7:30 PM. First time guests, Gene Tanner and Steve Winterman were welcomed to the meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

MARCH MEETING: We had a nice turnout and several items were discussed as follows: 


Discussion included the Spring Hunt, the Fall Hunt, FMDAC membership, the recent Civil War battlefield study trip, informal group hunt schedule for 2009, the 2009 Lincoln cents, the Money Museum trip, and several other topics. The meeting ran a bit long so we did not get the target retrieval presentation done or the Tesoro detector demo. 
SPRING HUNT:  The Spring Hunt for 2009 will be an expansion of the Informal Group Hunt scheduled for May at Lafayette Park on May24th. Members may bring a picnic lunch for themselves and it will be a general hunt for those who attend. We will decide at the April meeting whether the club will provide prizes for certain finds made during the day. We will keep this hunt very informal which allows us to save more of our treasury for use for the Fall Hunt. This is a good, old park and has produced some good finds in the past, so we hope you mark your calendars and will plan on attending.
2009 FALL HUNT: As reported in previous newsletters, the hunt master for the Fall Hunt in 2009 is Drew Smith. I will be working with Drew to put together the Fall Hunt budget, planning of the day’s hunts, purchasing of the coins and other targets, and all other necessary planning to make this year’s event another success. If any of you wish to participate and help out with putting on the hunt, please let Drew or myself know. I have picked up additional amounts of the silver needed as silver prices are down currently, but we will need to buy additional silver, items for the Surprise Hunt, and other prize items for raffles and other hunt requirements. We will do our best to obtain all this at the most reasonable prices available to us during the upcoming year. If any of you have silver to sell the club let us know.

APRIL MEETING: The theme for the April meeting is The History of The Metal Detector. I will have some material to present and would appreciate it if some of you have information related the history of metal detectors to plan on joining in on the discussion. The detector demo for this month is on White’s detectors so bring in your White’s machine(s) and tell us all about their pros and cons, how they work, and if you have questions about White’s detectors, plan on getting answers to those questions. I apologize for not utilizing our meeting time efficiently and not getting to the detector demo in a timely manner-I will do better in future meetings. I know many of you are interesting in hearing about different types of machines and this provides an opportunity to get your questions answered and see what other machines are all about
FMDAC MEMBERSHIP:

Members were reminded that it is time to consider joining the FMDAC. We have a total of eighteen members that have already joined and as I receive their membership cards I will be mailing them with the newsletter or will give them out at the meeting. Members may sign the sheet to join and pay the $5.00 membership fee if they are interested in joining the FMDAC for 2009. If you wish to join the FMDAC, you may do so at future meetings or send payment directly to Gloria Umrath-a $5.00 check payable to Midwest Coinshooters should be included. 

COIN CLUB PRESENTATION: Jerry Rowe, who gave a presentation to our club on the Civil War finds he has made, will be giving a presentation entitled, “Digging 101” to a coin club on April 22nd at 7:00 PM at the Creve Coeur American Legion Hall at 934 E. Rue de LaBanque in Creve Coeur. He has invited our club members to attend.
LINCOLN CENTS:  I presented information at the March meeting about the Lincoln Cent changes that will take place during 2009. In recognition of Abraham Lincoln’s 200th anniversary of his birth and the 100th anniversary of the issuance of the Lincoln cent, the Government will issue four different cents in 2009. They will be issued about every three months during the year. Each coin will contain a different design on the reverse side of the coin to commemorate Lincoln during four periods of his life. The first coin will have an image of a log cabin to represent Lincoln’s childhood in Kentucky. Coin two depicts Lincoln sitting atop a log and reading a book to represent Lincoln’s formative years in Indiana. The third coin shows Lincoln as a young professional standing in front of the state capitol building in Springfield representing his professional life in Illinois. The fourth and last coin of the year, features the half finished United States Capitol dome, symbolizing a Nation torn apart by Civil War and the resolve Lincoln showed as he guided the country through its most grave crisis. These cents will eventually be available from banks, but for now, they can be ordered from the government mint website, and probably from other sources such as coin shops and dealers.

INFORMAL GROUP HUNTS: We will continue the Informal Group Hunts in 2009 to help newer club members to learn how to use their detectors. It also promotes camaraderie within the club and gives members a chance to get out and hunt with others when they may not be able to metal detect by themselves. I published a list of the locations in the February newsletter which included new locations on this year’s schedule and some of them are a bit farther to drive. It was felt that many of the closer parks have been visited quite a few times over the years and it was time for some new places to try. It is hoped this will not discourage you from attending these hunts. If we know in advance who all are planning on attending, some car pooling may be able to take place to save on gas. There was a fairly good turnout at the Informal group hunt at Blanchette Park. About a dozen members participated and several silver coins were found. I know Dan Forth came up with a silver ring, a quarter and 2 or 3 silver dimes and one other person found a silver dime. This month’s hunt will be at Rock Springs Park in Alton, Illinois. A map is provided later in this newsletter. Hope to see some of you there. Come as early as you wish and stay as long as you want.
PLATINUM RING FOUND:
I was contacted about a month ago by an individual living in the Columbia, Illinois area trying to get some help finding a platinum wedding band he had lost in his yard. I made the trip to his home and he and I discussed where he might have lost it. His yard was about one acre. I spent about an hour doing a careful grid search with no success. I decided to start over searching at right angles to my original path and in just a short time (and outside the area where the owner thought he might have lost it) I received a solid signal and spreading the grass apart, I found the ring. I returned it to the owner’s wife, took a few pictures of the smile on her face, and headed home with that good feeling that many of us have experienced from doing a good deed.
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1884 Cent
Jim Strake

Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1935 D W. L. half
Roger Horrom

Most Valuable Item: Silver Ring
Dan Forth

Oddity: Campaign token, Mike Heisler
Consolation Winner: 1909 Wheat Cent
Andy Anderson

Silver raffle winners: Bill Karen Voight (2), Kevin Howe, Dan Forth, Mary Horrom, Mike Heisler, Jim Strake
50/50 winner: Don Davis
Joe Whys
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2009 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues payment is due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. Check your membership card to see when you are due.
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Across Alton Bridge, Right on E. Broadway, Left on Washington, Left on College, Right into Rock Springs Park


