
MIDWEST COINSHOOTERS AND HISTORICAL CLUB

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

Member FMDAC


Club Website: http://www.midwestcoinshooters.com
NEWSLETTER-MAY 21, 2009

VOLUME 25, ISSUE 5
MEETING LOCATION: Tharp Civic Center (Jennings), 

8720 Jennings Station Road   Time: 7:30 PM- 3rd Thursday (Except December)

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

MINUTES OF THE MAY 2009 MEETING-Next Meeting: JUNE18, 2009

Attendees: 31 plus 3 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Gloria Umrath; 856 Prigge Road, St. Louis, MO  63138 (No Phone)

MEETING MINUTES: The 303RD meeting began about 7:30 PM. First time guest, John Koceila was welcomed to the meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

MAY MEETING: We had a nice turnout and several items were discussed as follows: Discussion included the Spring Hunt, the Fall Hunt, FMDAC membership, a presentation on the history of U. S. Coins, and a detector demo on Minelab detectors. 
SPRING HUNT:  The Spring Hunt for 2009 took place at Lafayette Park on May24th, starting at about 8 AM. There was a good turnout with twenty members participating. The results of the day were fairly decent. A total of 223 coins were found with a total face value of $14.73. These included five Indian Cents: 1881, ’86, ’93, ’02, ’07; three wheat cents: 1910, 1911, 1924; silver dimes: 1892 Barber and 1964 Roosevelt; one 1952 quarter; Oddities included an AA token, 3 toy cars, a $1000 Mexican coin, four dog license tags, five keys or sets of keys, and Chuckee Cheeze token. First place prizes of Walking Liberty half dollars and second place prizes of Standing Liberty and Barber quarters were awarded in six different categories to those who found items. First place winners: Most face value in coins: Bob Teich with $3.61(34 coins found); Most coins: Dave Rayburn with 27; Most Valuable coin: Bryce Brown-1892 Barber dime; Oldest coin: Phil Childress-1886 Indian Cent; Jewelry Item: A. J. Phillips-earring; Oddity: Mike Heisler with an unknown token, 2 cars, and 2 dog license tags. The hunt concluded at about 3 PM as a storm moved in. All in all, it was a successful event and I think everyone had a good time.
2009 FALL HUNT: As reported in previous newsletters, the hunt master for the Fall Hunt in 2009 is Drew Smith. I just talked to Drew this morning and we discussed contacting Garrett, Whites, and Minelab to see if we can get them to donate some items to be given out at the Fall Hunt. We have accumulated most of the silver coins for the hunt, but we will need to buy additional silver, items for the Surprise Hunt, and other prize items for raffles and other hunt needs. If any of you see items suitable for use in the surprise hunt, such as at garage sales or thrift shops, go ahead and get them, if the price is right, and the club will reimburse you for the cost. Items include: jewelry, silver/gold rings, tokens, older coins, collectible pins, etc.
MAY MEETING: The theme for the May meeting was The History of U. S. Coins. I presented some material related the history of U. S. coins including how the coin denominations that are in use today came to be. Information was presented about the various coinage laws that were passed by our Government over the years that affected how new coins were developed. I also had display boards with photos of all the various coins of the U. S. that were in use throughout history. A display case I brought included at least one of each of the many coin types used in the U. S. since the 1800’s. I hope that some of our members picked up a bit of information from my presentation that they may not have previously known. The detector demo for May was on Minelab detectors and a general discussion took place during the break with many members talking about the many features of the Minelab detectors. Members who may be having some difficulty learning about their new Minelab had some good questions and we all did our best to try to answer them. 
JUNE MEETING:  The theme for the June meeting is Metal Detecting Safely. While I know this was covered to some extent at an earlier meeting, I feel that it is important enough that we spend some more time covering it. If you have some special things you do, certain items you take with you, or some good tips that you can share about detecting safely, be prepared to discuss them at the June meeting. For the newer members, or those who are wanting to pick up some good ideas about metal detecting and being safe while doing so, this will be a good meeting to attend.  The detector demo will be on Bounty Hunter detectors so bring yours in and tell us all about it.
FMDAC MEMBERSHIP:

Members were reminded that it is time to consider joining the FMDAC. We have a total of twenty-two members that have already joined and as I receive their membership cards I will be mailing them with the newsletter or will give them out at the meeting. Members may sign the sheet to join and pay the $5.00 membership fee if they are interested in joining the FMDAC for 2009. If you wish to join the FMDAC, you may do so at future meetings or send payment directly to Gloria Umrath-a $5.00 check payable to Midwest Coinshooters should be included. 

INFORMAL GROUP HUNTS: We will continue the Informal Group Hunts in 2009 to help newer club members to learn how to use their detectors. It also promotes camaraderie within the club and gives members a chance to get out and hunt with others when they may not be able to metal detect by themselves. This month’s hunt will be Sunday the 21st, at Carondolet Park near Loughborough and Highway 55.Hope to see many of you there. Come as early as you wish and stay as late as you want. We have found good old coins at this park in the past and there should be more there waiting to see the light of day for the first time in many years. 
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

Seated Dime
Mike Moutray

Most Valuable U. S. coin: Indian Cent

A. J. Phillips
Most Valuable Item: Green Coin
Bob Teich

Oddity: Pocket Knife
Andy Anderson

Consolation Winner: Silver Ring
Dan Forth

Silver raffle winners: Don Davis, Dan Forth, Larry Fraley, Ian Phillips, Mike Heisler, Doug Bierce, Roger Horrom
50/50 winner: Dan Forth
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2009 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues payment is due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. Check your membership card to see when you are due.

REMEMBER TO ALWAYS FOLLOW THE TREASURE HUNTER’S CODE OF ETHICS: 

FILL ALL HOLES, 

REMOVE ALL TRASH, ACT IN A PROFESSIONAL MANNER, 

NEVER HUNT WITHOUT PERMISSION ON PRIVATE PROPERTY, CHECK FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY AND LOCAL LAWS: KNOW THE LAW, LEAVE THE AREA AS-GOOD-AS OR BETTER THAN YOU FOUND IT,

PROMOTE THE HOBBY WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

