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MINUTES OF THE November 2009 MEETING-Next Meeting: January 21, 2010
Attendees: 31 plus 3 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Drew Smith; 10301 Baptist Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123; 314-406-7851;

Email: KSMITHNUT@aol.com)

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL! I HOPE YOU HAD A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON. I HOPE SANTA WAS NICE TO ALL OF YOU-SANTA MARY GOT ME A GARRETT PINPOINTER WHICH I CAN’T WAIT FOR WARMER WEATHER TO TRY OUT. 
MEETING MINUTES: The 309TH meeting began about 7:30 PM. There were no first time visitors at the meeting
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Drew Smith, read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

NOVEMBER MEETING: We had a nice turnout for our last meeting of 2009 and several items were discussed as follows: Discussion included a request for what members wanted to do for meeting content for 2010, displays of projectiles and arrowheads were brought in by members, FMDAC membership sign-up, and other miscellaneous items were covered. 
PARTY MEETING: Our last meeting each year is our party meeting and thanks goes to those members who brought in some really tasty snacks for all to enjoy. We had many good items to sample and all got their fill of the goodies. The theme for the November meeting was arrowheads and projectiles. Several members brought in some really nice examples of arrowheads and provided members with some background and information about them. Some Civil War projectiles were also on display. I managed to find some pertinent information on the internet related to collecting, making, describing, and how to find arrowheads that I printed out and brought to the meeting. If you want more information related to the hobby of arrowhead collecting, give the internet a try and I am sure you will find more information than you might know what to do with.
2010 FALL HUNT: At the November meeting, initial discussion about the 2010 Fall Hunt took place with the usual request being made by yours truly for a volunteer to serve as Huntmaster for the event. No takers, so far, so if anyone wishes to get the satisfaction of serving as Huntmaster, let it be known at a meeting or send me a note. We have some silver left over that we bought previously at a lower price, though we probably will need to get more during the year to meet our needs completely. We have quite a few members with experience putting on a Fall Hunt, so we can get plenty of help for anyone that wishes to volunteer.

SPRING HUNT: Some discussion took place at the November meeting about holding a Spring Hunt in 2010. Basically it was decided to just expand one of our informal group hunts, maybe in May, and call it the Spring Hunt. Further discussion about perhaps including some prizes or some other features to encourage attendance will take place before the hunt is finalized. Stay tuned for details.
PLANS FOR CLUB MEETINGS FOR 2010:  At the November meeting we talked about what everyone wants to see at club meetings for 2010. Bill Mathews and I have been developing a list of people to contact to see if they are willing to come to a meeting and give a presentation in 2010. Included on our list is a representative from the St. Louis Area Geocacher’s Association, several different archaeologists, an EMS individual, the curator of the Newman Money museum, and various other individuals. We have contacted all of these people and are awaiting their response to our request. As we get feedback from them, a schedule of their attendance at our meetings will be published. If any of you want to do a presentation yourself or have contacts or know someone that you could get to give a presentation at a club meeting, let Bill Mathews or myself know so we can add them to our planning. Right now, I do not have someone scheduled for the January meeting, but I have done some research and plan to give a presentation myself on the history of St. Charles, MO and some of the areas surrounding St. Charles. If you wish to join in with me on the discussion, bring your material to the meeting and feel free to participate.  
FMDAC:

Our club received information and the application for joining the FMDAC for 2010. I encourage any of you that have thoughts about joining the FMDAC for 2010 to either mail your $5.00 dues to our club treasurer or pay at a meeting. We had a few members sign up at the November meeting and these members have had their payment submitted and are in the running to possibly win their dues back if our club is picked by the FMDAC.   
INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: Last month’s hunt was at Forest Park with several members showing up. We hunted the ball fields near the Jewel Box and Dan Forth was the big winner of the day finding a Walking Liberty half dollar, two or three silver dimes, and several wheat cents. The ground was quite wet from all the October rain, but otherwise it was a decent day for detecting. I will be putting together ideas for places to use for our informal group hunts for 2010 and if any of you have some ideas of new parks or other places we can try, let me know about them and we can add them to our hunt schedule. Maybe we need to think about some sites that are a bit of a drive from St. Louis or if any of you want to do some research these cold months and can come up with some new locations, let us know. I am sure that some of the smaller towns within driving distance of St. Louis have some parks or sites that might be worth checking out.
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1868 Indian Cent
Mike Heisler
Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1945 WL Half
Jim Strake

Most Valuable Item: Canadian coin
Kelly Faust

Oddity: Gold US civil War buckle

Roger Boss
Drew Smith

Consolation Winners: 
Gold ring-Kathy Simon
Dope Bottle-Joe Wyhs

Silver raffle winners: Andy Anderson, Drew Smith, Lois Tobin, Jim Simon, Tom Van Lueven (2), Bob Wilderman, Leonard Maierhoffer, and Lloyd Keshinover
50/50 winner: 
Larry Fraley
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

SILVER RAFFLE-2010:
A special thanks to Dave Rayburn for his generous donation of silver half dollars at the November meeting. It was decided that we would add one to each of the monthly silver raffles for 2010, so we will be giving away a silver dollar, three silver halves, and four silver quarters at each meeting.

WHITE’S CIRCUIT BOARDS:  Former member, Bob Nesmeyer, has several older White’s detector circuit boards to give away if you want to build your own detector. Call him at: 636-946-1871 for info.

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2010 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues payment is due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. 

