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MINUTES OF THE October 2009 MEETING-Next Meeting: November 19, 2009

Attendees: 35 plus 3 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Drew Smith; 10301 Baptist Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123; 314-406-7851;

Email: KSMITHNUT@aol.com)

MEETING MINUTES: The 308TH meeting began about 7:30 PM. There were no first time visitors at the meeting
TREASURER’S REPORT: Our new Treasurer, Drew Smith read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

OCTOBER MEETING: We had a good turnout and several items were discussed as follows: Discussion included a summary of the Fall Hunt, a discussion of the Civil War,  a discussion of the trip to Brownsville, IL, . It was mentioned that the FMDAC did not get any new nominations for chapter officers, so the same officers remain in their positions. Several members also brought in their favorite metal detecting recovery tools and told us all about them.
2009 FALL HUNT: Huntmaster, Drew Smith, reviewed the success of the Fall Hunt and members discussed the pros and cons of the hunt. All agreed the hunt turned out well despite the wet and rainy start. We are all looking forward to next year’s big event and, of course, I am already asking for a volunteer to step forward to serve as Huntmaster. Let us know if you wish to take on this rewarding job.
OCTOBER MEETING: The theme for the October meeting was the Civil War. I had brought in quite a few books on the war and had them on display. Others brought in some of the Civil War items that had been found while out metal detecting. I took the time to read a few of the letters actually written by a young Civil War soldier and sent to his family at home while he travelled to various locations during the war. His comments and description of the activities taking place during the war is interesting and reveals a lot of what was actually going on at the time. If any of you have any interest in reading the whole collection of these letters, let me know and I can make the booklet available to you.
NOVEMBER MEETING:  This will be the last meeting of the year and will be our “Party Meeting”. If you would like to bring a snack to share with the other members, feel free to do so. This of course, is optional. The meeting will be a bit less formal than most even though we have a few key things scheduled to take place. If you have some “favorite” finds from 2009 that you would like to bring in and share the story about finding them, please do so. The theme for the November meeting is “Projectiles”. We will have a general discussion on all the various type of projectiles including, arrowheads, bullets, Civil War bullets, and any other items that fall into this category. If you have some items you have found while detecting or a nice collection of arrowheads that you would like to bring to the meeting and tell us all about, we would all like to see and hear about them.
PLANS FOR CLUB MEETINGS FOR 2010:  It is getting time to be thinking about what everyone wants to see at club meetings for 2010. Do you want to continue with the Theme idea for each meeting? Do you want to do something different? Are there specific subjects or topics you want to see presented? Are you willing to participate in putting on a presentation? Do you know of someone who might be willing to come and give a presentation from a certain group, other club, organization, business or whatever? Bill Mathews mentioned a couple of individuals that he might be able to get to come to a meeting. I think we can get the Money Museum person to do one. We will discuss all this at the November meeting so I can start lining up things for next year’s meetings, so come prepared to tell us what you want to see next year and what ideas you can add to the discussion. 
IIIINOIS TREASURE HUNT IS A PRANK:

I read an article at the October meeting about an Illinois woman who may have been the victim of a prank. She had bought an old chair at an auction and found a letter in the chair that said there was a buried chest of gold coins in a certain vacant lot. She had even rented a backhoe and dug up quite a bit of the lot before being told that the letter, signed by Chauncey Wolcott, was probably the work of a known prankster. The woman received information that John Jay Slaven, was a notorious practical joker and coin collector who often played pranks such as this. His letter described a chest of gold coins buried twelve feet in the ground at a certain location. The gold was never found and most likely did not even exist. Even after his death, Jay continued his pastime of playing pranks.
HISTORY MUSEUM EVENTS: The club has now participated at two events at the St. Louis History Museum by setting up a display to show visitors all about metal detecting for treasure in Missouri. Three of us greeted visitors on October 11th and I handled the presentation on the 27th. Despite it being a very rainy and cold evening on the 27th, there were a lot of people at the museum for the big Halloween events that were taking place. Quite a few of them passed by our display and I handed out a flier about the club and discussed the hobby of metal detecting. Hopefully we will get some interest about the club as a result of these presentations.
FMDAC:

I have received information and application for joining the FMDAC for 2010. I encourage any of you that have thoughts about joining the FMDAC for 2010 to either mail your $5.00 dues to our club treasurer by the 15th of December or to be at the November club meeting and sign up then. If we send in our dues by the end of the year, our club will be included in a drawing to get our dues for free. Note: only those that are paid up by the end of the year will get their dues free if our club is picked as the winner, so don’t delay. The national organization appreciates our support, so I hope you will plan on joining in 2010.
INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: Last month’s hunt was at Jones Park with just Dan Forth, Bob Teich, and me participating. Though the morning started out with a heavy frost, it turned out to be a really nice day. Dan found a nice 1925 Standing Liberty quarter and two silver dimes. Bob and I were not so fortunate, though we did find some wheat cents. If the weather holds up, the informal hunt for November will be at Forest Park. Don’t forget that the highway is still closed getting into the park, so plan accordingly for your trip to the park. I know we have hunted this park before, but there should still be some old coins to be found. Come as early as you wish and stay as late as you want. 
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1845 Large Cent
Steve Morris
Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1891 Indian cent
Mike Heisler

Most Valuable Item: 1902 coin-Bob Teich
Oddity: Gold plated button-1800’s Scovilles supper time
Drew Smith

Consolation Winner: 
1907 Barber Dime

Jim Strake

Silver raffle winners: Bob Wilderman, Dave Rayburn, Lloyd Keshinover, Bill Mathews, Doug Bierce, Dan Forth, Jim Strake
50/50 winner: 
Lloyd Keshinover
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2010 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues payment is due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. Check your membership card to see when you are due.

REMEMBER TO ALWAYS FOLLOW THE TREASURE HUNTER’S CODE OF ETHICS: 

Fill all holes

Remove all trash dug

Act in a professional manner

Never hunt private property without permission

Check federal, state, county, and local laws

Leave the area as-good-as or better than you found it

Promote the hobby whenever possible

GOOD LUCK WITH ALL YOUR METAL DETECTING ADVENTURES AND MAY YOU SOON PASS THAT COIL OVER THAT EVER SO ELUSIVE GOLD COIN!

2009 CLUB ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
As this is the last meeting of the year, it might be a good time to look back at our accomplishments for 2009. Our membership remained at good numbers though we have lost a few of some of our older members. Our treasury is in excellent shape due to the tremendous generosity of our members buying raffle tickets at the meetings and at the annual Fall Hunt. Good finds were made by many of our members as was shown by those brought in to each meeting. Long time club Treasurer, Gloria Umrath, stepped down after serving in that position for many successful years. The club expresses a great big thank you for all her years of service. Drew Smith took her place as Treasurer and also served as Huntmaster for the Fall Hunt. With continuing participation by all our members in club activities, the club will be successful in the upcoming year. Remember, this is your club and what you get out of it relates to what you are willing to put into it. Thanks to all of you for your support and look forward to your continued participation.

Happy Holidays to everyone during the upcoming holiday season. May you all enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving meal and, perhaps, a nice family get-together. Have a very Merry Christmas, and a Joyous New Year. May your holiday season be a safe and healthy one. I wish all of you the very best during these tough economic times.

