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MINUTES OF THE September 2009 MEETING-Next Meeting: October 15, 2009

Attendees: 33 plus 2 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Drew Smith; 10301 Baptist Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123; 314-406-7851;

Email: KSMITHNUT@aol.com)

MEETING MINUTES: The 307TH meeting began about 7:30 PM. First time guests, Carolyn Barnes and Marilyn Myles (twin sisters) were welcomed to the meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Our new Treasurer, Drew Smith read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

SEPTEMBER MEETING: We had a good turnout and several items were discussed as follows: Discussion included the Fall Hunt, several members had brought in bottle collections and talked about them,  no one brought in a water detector so no demo took place. Our upcoming presentation at the St. Louis History Museum was discussed, and members were told about an ordinance under consideration in Clay County 
Florida that would prohibit metal detecting on county owned property.
2009 FALL HUNT: Huntmaster, Drew Smith, brought us up to date on the status of the Fall Hunt scheduled for the following weekend. As all of you know that were in attendance at the Fall Hunt, it turned out great despite the rather wet start. You can read all about the event in the summary write-up provided later in this newsletter. I do want to thank Huntmaster, Drew Smith, for the great job he did putting on the Fall Hunt and to all those that helped throughout the day of the hunt to make it a success. Thanks goes to all members who so generously bought raffle tickets, donated prizes, and gave of their time. It is only with these types of members that a club such as ours can continue to be enjoyable and provide what we are all looking for from the hobby of metal detecting.
SEPTEMBER MEETING: The theme for the September meeting was Bottle Collections. Joe Wyhs had a great display of bottles and bottle toppers that he told us all about, Elmer Reising had a really old bottle he was trying to identify, I had a few old soda bottles to talk about and Roger Boss showed off his older bottles of various types.
OCTOBER MEETING:  The theme for the October meeting is “the Civil War”. We will have a general discussion on the Civil War and I plan on reading some actual letters that a soldier in the Civil War wrote to home describing his experiences. If you have some Civil War detecting finds, bring them in and tell us about them. I will have some of my Civil War books on display as well as the photo album and information from the Booneville, Missouri Civil War battlefield study some of our members participated in a while back. The detector   demo for the October meeting is on metal detecting recovery tools. Bring in your special recover tools you use or have built yourself and tell us all about them. I know several of you have developed a special digging tool or other device to help you with your recovery of targets and our members will be interested in hearing about them.
ENGLAND GOLD HOARD FOUND:

Many of you emailed me the story of the largest-ever Anglo-Saxon gold hoard to be found in England. The basis of the story is that a man metal detecting in a rural English field found what equates to about 11 pounds of gold and 5.5 pounds of silver artifacts. About 1300 items were eventually recovered and it is described as, “an incredible collection of material-absolutely unprecedented”. The value of the hoard has yet to be determined and may take more than a year to do so. I will present more details on this story at the October meeting.
HISTORY MUSEUM EVENT: Don’t forget that some of us will be at the St. Louis History Museum to participate in the Treasure Exhibit taking place at the museum now through 1/3/10. We will be participating in two events. One is on October 11th when information on Missouri Treasure Hunters will be on display. Bill Mathews, Tom Vanleuven, and I plan on setting up a display showing our detecting finds and highlighting the hobby of metal detecting in Missouri. We will also do it again on October 27th during the Halloween period when the theme will be about pirates. If you are out and about on the 11th, drop in and visit the museum and say hi. This should be a good chance for our club to get a bit of publicity and may lead to more members.
FMDAC:

A few of our members are heading to Olathe, KS for the upcoming FMDAC Convention in October. I also imagine we will soon be receiving our information and application for joining the FMDAC for 2010. The national organization appreciates our support, so I hope you will plan on joining in 2010.
INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: Last month’s hunt was at Creve Coeur Park with several members showing up to hunt. We had a good day, weather –wise, but we were unable to find any silver coins. Bob Teich did find a nice sterling silver ring. This month’s hunt was scheduled to be at a park in Hillsboro, MO, but upon discovering that the park may not be that old, I have elected to change the location to Jones Park in East St. Louis, Illinois. Take the Popular Street Bridge and go south on Highway 64 to exit 25 and go east to the park. I know we have hunted this park before, but there should still be some old coins to be found. Come as early as you wish and stay as late as you want. 
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1864 French coin
Mike Lauri

Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1925S Barber dime
Mike Heisler

Most Valuable Item: 10K ring-Drew Smith
Oddity: Corn husking ring-Joe Wyhs
Consolation Winner: 13 Star button
Jim Strake

Silver raffle winners: Joe Kevin Howe, Bruce Niskanen, Lloyd Keshinover, Roger Boss, Mike Heisler, Jr., and Leonard Maierhoffer
50/50 winner: 
Lloyd Keshinover
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2009 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues payment is due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. Check your membership card to see when you are due.

REMEMBER TO ALWAYS FOLLOW THE TREASURE HUNTER’S CODE OF ETHICS: 

Fill all holes

Remove all trash dug

Act in a professional manner

Never hunt private property without permission

Check federal, state, county, and local laws

Leave the area as-good-as or better than you found it

Promote the hobby whenever possible

GOOD LUCK WITH ALL YOUR METAL DETECTING ADVENTURES AND MAY YOU SOON PASS THAT COIL OVER THAT EVER SO ELUSIVE GOLD COIN!

Check out the summary of the Fall Hunt results on the next two pages- and if you have any interest in serving as Huntmaster for next year, let us know. 
MIDWEST COINSHOOTERS 2009 ANNUAL FALL HUNT

The Midwest Coinshooters and Historical Club of St. Louis, Missouri held their annual Fall Hunt on September 20, 2009. Though it hadn’t rained in the area for almost three weeks, the forecast for the day of the hunt included rain and possible thunderstorms. It did rain heavily on the way to the hunt site early in the morning and continued until about 10:00 AM, just as the first hunt of the day was beginning. Of course, the day before the hunt, the weather was just fine as thirteen volunteers arrived at the hunt site to bury the targets for the next day’s event. A big thanks goes out to those that helped with this endeavor that included burying almost three thousand targets in three different fields. Time was also spent cleaning up the barbeque area and getting everything set for the next day. Each volunteer received a silver quarter for their effort. Upon arrival Sunday morning, the prizes for the Main Hunt, Surprise Hunt, and Main Raffle were arranged by volunteer, Lisa Smith, and others readied the barbeque pit for the cooking of the hamburgers and hot dogs to be served at lunch. The registration area was set up with the sign-in sheets and the raffle ticket selling area was completed. Members began arriving for the 9:00AM registration and the day’s events were set into motion with fifty two hunters and another ten family members attending to provide moral support. Thanks to Lisa Smith, Dorothy Cords, Kevin Howe, and A. J. Phillips for their help with the registration and raffle tickets sales. Members busily readied themselves for the first hunt by checking out their detectors, donning appropriate gear for the inclimate weather, and discussing their hunt strategy with others. Anticipation of the start of the first hunt, the Numbered Target Hunt, grew as the 10:00 AM start time neared. Members walked to the field and formed the mandatory ring around the perimeter of the field with their detectors on and held high. Huntmaster, Drew Smith, gave the start signal and the members began to hunt for the over 1000 targets that had been placed in the field the day before. Each was hoping to find at least one of the forty special “gold pennies” that would reward them with a five dollar cash prize. Though everyone was prepared for the rain that had been falling, raincoats were soon discarded as the hunt progressed and the rain stopped falling. As the thirty minute hunt ended, members returned to the main gathering area and prize money was presented to those turning in gold coins. Robert Bierce found the special token that awarded him with a Garrett Pinpointer. The second hunt, the Surprise Hunt was nearing start time and members quickly headed to the hunt field where nearly 900 targets consisting of silver coins, rings, jewelry, coin caches, medals, tokens, and many other good targets awaited being found. One special target would award the lucky finder a Garret pinpointer. Dan Forth found this special token and other members found numbered tokens that gave them a chance for one of the prizes available such as a Minelab logo hat, a Garrett hat and apron, or a digging tool. Following the Surprise Hunt, members gathered back at the picnic area to participate in the pot-luck picnic lunch. Members Mike Moutray and James Wurth had worked hard at building the cooking fire and preparing the hamburgers and hot dogs to perfection. The dishes of food that each member brought to share were set out and a line formed to begin the meal. There was plenty of good food for everyone and as the meal was consumed, many of the members shared stories of their finds from the Surprise Hunt. The final hunt of the day, the Main Hunt, started about 1:30 PM with almost 900 targets consisting of silver dollars, halves, quarters, and dimes awaiting discovery. Almost 100 special numbered silver dimes representing prizes the club bought, donated prizes, and other goodies would soon be found by the participants. One token was good for a Garrett Pinpointer and it was found by member A. J. Phillips. Prizes in this hunt included U. S. Proof coin sets, watches, collectible coins, headphones, large detector bags, coin albums, digging tools, and many other great prizes. The club wants to thank all those members who generously donated prizes for this hunt. When all the Main Hunt prizes were handed out, the raffle drawings began. During the day, member Tom Hale had been creating a lot of excitement among the members as he sold tickets in mini-raffles for a chance to win a silver dollar, a Walking Liberty half dollar, or a nice proof Washington quarter. Thanks to Tom for his help and to all the members who generously bought chances and by doing so, helped our club treasury pay for the day’s activities. The first raffle ticket was drawn for the 50/50 raffle and Marge Guthrie took a nice amount of cash with her to her home in Columbia Missouri. The Guthrie family, as many of you know, recognizes their father, Charlie, who was a long time club member and has since passed away, by donating a wonderful old coin in the Main Hunt in memory of their father. Don Davis found the token in the Main Hunt for this great prize. Members voted at this time for their favorite food item served during the picnic lunch and Joyce Kountz won a nice half dollar prize for her always delicious gooey butter cake. The Garrett GTP 1350 detector raffle was held next and member, Libory Truetken, became the proud new owner of a detector. The final raffle of the day, the Main Raffle, began with the top prize, a nice 2.56 carat opal, donated by members, Mike and Mary Lauri, which was won by none other than Huntmaster, Drew Smith. Member, Leonard Maierhoffer, won the next prize of a Bounty Hunter detector donated by member Joe Wyhs. The fourth Garrett Pinpointer was won by Paul Cords. The raffle continued with various members winning prizes such as Minelab detector carrying cases, full size electronic keyboards, silver collectible coins, Garrett accessory bags, trowels, aprons, and hats, and one of several circular saws and jigsaws donated by Dave Rayburn and Mike Heisler. Thanks to all those who donated great prizes for the Main Raffle. With the completion of the raffles, members began to gather up their detectors, all their finds, their prizes and leftover food items and packed them in their cars for the trip home. The area was cleaned up and the day was now complete. Huntmaster, Drew Smith, did a great job producing the hunt and a great deal of thanks goes to all those members who volunteered throughout the day to help with the raffles, the registration process, the food cooking, and all the other tasks that had to be done to make the Fall Hunt the success it was. Thanks to all those who generously bought raffle tickets not only on hunt day, but throughout the year at the club meetings, and to those who donated prizes for the hunt, and gave graciously of their time to help bury targets, and prepare the area the day before. A special thanks to Garrett Metal Detectors of Garland, Texas for helping save money on the purchase of the GTP 1350 detector and four pinpointers and their great hunt package. Thanks also to Minelab USA Inc for their generous donation of detector carrying case, digging tools, hats, and accessories. Everyone left at the end of the day, hopefully with some nice finds, some great prizes, and some great memories of sharing time with good friends who all share a common interest in the hobby of metal detecting. We all left looking forward to the annual Fall Hunt to be held next year with the hope and expectation of perhaps an even more exciting and enjoyable experience. I have made a photo album of the Fall Hunt and will have it at the October club meeting and I hope to include some of the photos on our club website when I get time to upload them. 

