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MINUTES OF THE April 2010 MEETING-Next Meeting: May 20, 2010
Attendees: 35 plus 2 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Drew Smith; 10301 Baptist Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123; 314-406-7851;

Email: KSMITHNUT@aol.com)

MEETING MINUTES: The 313TH meeting began about 7:30 PM. First time visitors included Jeff Conner and Bob Smith
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Drew Smith, read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

APRIL  MEETING: We had a nice turnout for the April meeting and several items were discussed as follows: The meeting began with a power point presentation about the West County Fire District by Community Liaison Officer, Kim Bacon. After her presentation, discussion included Spring and Fall Hunt planning, FMDAC membership, and presentations being developed for this year’s meetings. 
MAY MEETING:  I do not have a speaker lined up for the May meeting, so I have decided to call upon our members to help fill the program time for the night. I have seen in other club newsletters where they have had their members introduce themselves and get up and tell the attendees how they got started in the hobby of metal detecting or maybe relate an interesting story about one of their metal detecting adventures and show off a good find they are proud of. Come to the May meeting and be ready to tell us all about how you got started and maybe a good metal detecting related story. I think this will be interesting and will give us all a chance to tell others about our metal detecting experiences.
 2010 FALL HUNT: At the April meeting, discussion about the 2010 Fall Hunt took place with the usual request being made by yours truly for a volunteer to serve as Huntmaster for the event. No takers, so far, so if anyone wishes to get the satisfaction of serving as Huntmaster, let it be known at a meeting or send me a note. We have quite a few members with experience putting on a Fall Hunt, so we can get plenty of help for anyone that wishes to volunteer.

SPRING HUNT: The Spring Hunt will be an expanded version of our informal group hunt at Carondolet Park this coming Sunday, May 23rd.  I have ordered some coins from the coin shop to use as prizes for the event. The prizes will be awarded for various categories of finds made throughout the day’s hunt. Only one prize will be awarded per individual to allow for more winners. If you want the chance to win a nice old coin, plan on attending and bring a sack lunch and something to drink. The hunt will run from about 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM at which time the prizes will be given out. If you can’t stay until 3:00, record your finds with me and if you should win a prize, we will be sure to get it to you at a later time.
APRIL MEETING PRESENTATION:
Our April meeting included a presentation by Kim Bacon from the West County EMS and Fire Protection District on the “History of the District”. This was a very interesting presentation and included many historical facts about fire fighting and how the methods of fighting fires evolved over time. Kim pointed out that manually operated fire pumps existed as early as 1500 and that in 1631 the Boston fire brigades used rattles as fire alarms. The first woman fire fighter was Molly Williams. About 1750, French fire brigades started wearing para-military type uniforms. The first horse drawn steam powered fire engine was used and in 1901, the first internal combustion engine fire trucks were developed. The Manchester Fire District was established in 1908 and homes had to purchase fire tags to be sure the fire department would respond to their home in case of fire. It was 1963 when the first full time employees were hired into the fire district. Ambulance service began in 1967 and in 1973, a second fire house was built to serve the community. Kim gave a very professional and informed presentation and answered questions following her talk. Everyone enjoyed it and I am sure we all learned a bit about how important our local fire districts are in an emergency.
INTERESTING STORY: I recently received an email from an administrator of a local nursing home facility asking if I could help to locate a wedding ring lost by one of their patients. Seems as though that during that terrible storm we had about three weeks ago the lady patient left her room and went outside and eventually ended up in a parking lot next to the facility that was under construction. The ground had been graded and was still just dirt and rocks and, of course, during the storm was a sea of mud and running water. The patient made it out about 50 feet into the lot and fell down in the mud. She was soon rescued and returned to the facility where she stated she had lost her glasses and her wedding ring. Staff members searched the lot and did find her glasses but not the ring. I drove to the site and searched for about an hour without any success. The heavy rain had run in torrents through the lot and created many channels as it went downhill through the dirt. It could be that the ring was washed a significant distance away from where she fell, she if fact may not have been wearing the ring, or she has just misplaced it somewhere in her room. I was thanked for my effort after turning down an offer of $50 for at least trying and headed home unhappy that I was not able to come up with the ring.
FMDAC:

Our club received information and the application for joining the FMDAC for 2010. I encourage any of you that have thoughts about joining the FMDAC for 2010 to either mail your $5.00 dues to our club treasurer or pay at a meeting. We had a few members sign up so far this year and these members have had their payment submitted. Cards will be distributed once we receive them from the FMDAC. Note: If you paid your FMDAC dues at last November’s meeting, Please let me know as we are missing the name of one member and I need to find out who it was so I can get the membership submitted.
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1854 O seated liberty dime-Mike Moutray
Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1909 wheat cent
Dwight Bonney

Most Valuable Item: double bladed axe head
Merritt Reid
Oddity: Batt Masterson pistol-Rick Moore
Consolation Winner: 
Chauffer’s pin
Leonard Maierhoffer

Silver raffle winners: 
Mike Moutray (2), Liz Rath, Dwight Bonney, Joe Whys, Sharon Parsons, and Mike Lauri
50/50 winner: 
Marty Martens
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2010 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues are due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail). 
INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: Last month’s informal group hunt was at LaFayette Park. We had a fairly good turnout and several wheat cents were found, no old silver coins as far as I know, and member, John Kozlowski found a Flying eagle cent. We warned him not to clean it at the park as the 1856 version of the coin is worth over $5000. He contacted me later in the week and said he was able to determine the date to be the more common 1858 coin. Still, a very nice find for anyone and John’s only Flying eagle cent. I managed to find a Fossil wrist watch that sells for a bit over $100 just laying in the grass.This month’s group hunt as mentioned previously mentioned is at Carondolet Park and is our Spring Hunt. See you there about 8:00 AM and we will give out prizes about 3:00 PM.
Club member, Norm Baker, has donated several detector coils to the club for us to sell to our members with the proceeds going into our club treasury. Many of these coils retail for over $100.00 each. The club will sell the coils to members at less than retail, so if you see a coil that works with your detector, this is a good chance to get one at a reasonable price. Most honest offers will be accepted and keep in mind that the money made selling these will go towards putting on better hunts in the future. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Following is the list of coils available:

1- Big foot magnum force search head (w/stem) 3 ½” X 18”

1- Bounty Hunter coil (grey) -8” diameter

1-Bounty Hunter coil –w/cover-10 ½” Diameter

2- Bounty Hunter gold nugget coils-4” diameter

2- Fisher Spider coils w/covers -8 ½” Diameter (1 extra coil cover)

1-Fisher Quicksilver coil-5” Diameter 
1-Garrett Super sniper deep seeker coil-4 ½” Diameter

1-Garrett X-Co-planer Coil deep seeker-10 ½” Diameter

2-White’s coils with stems-4 ½”/5” diameter (#624-0187)

2- White’s snooper blue max 350-5” diameter (#624-0317)

2-White’s blue max 600 deep scan w/covers-6” diameter (624-0263)
1-White’s black 5.3 max-6” diameter (624-0343)

1-White’s coil-8” diameter-used (624-0179)

1-White’s blue max 800-8” diameter (624-0297)

1-White’s coil-11” diameter- (624-0209)

1-Eliminator coil-stacked co-axial-Applied Creativity-6” diameter (Jimmy Sierra Prod)

1-White’s battery charger-Model 2140, 6.5 VDC@400 ma (#509-0017)

1-White’s battery charger-Model 8873, 6 VDC@85 ma (#509-0025)

If you wish to buy any of these items, you may do so at a club meeting or give me a call at 314-838-9755 and we can work out payment and delivery arrangements. Bring your detector to the meeting if you want to try the coil to see if it works with your machine before you buy it. 

