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MINUTES OF THE February 2010 MEETING-Next Meeting: March 18, 2010
Attendees: 33 plus 3 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Drew Smith; 10301 Baptist Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123; 314-406-7851;

Email: KSMITHNUT@aol.com)

MEETING MINUTES: The 311TH meeting began about 7:30 PM. First time visitors included Mike Zappia, Rick Moore, Tim Ragsdale, Dwight Bonney, and Mark Wilderman. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Drew Smith, read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

FEBRUARY MEETING: We had a nice turnout for the February meeting and several items were discussed as follows: Discussion included Spring and Fall Hunt planning, informal group hunt schedule and locations, FMDAC membership, and presentations being developed for this year’s meetings. I gave a short presentation on the history of St. Charles, MO and also discussed some information about old parks in the St. Louis area that was found on the internet.
 2010 FALL HUNT: At the February meeting, discussion about the 2010 Fall Hunt took place with the usual request being made by yours truly for a volunteer to serve as Huntmaster for the event. No takers, so far, so if anyone wishes to get the satisfaction of serving as Huntmaster, let it be known at a meeting or send me a note. I did attend the local coin show on February 12th and bought a few more silver dollars for use in the Fall Hunt. We have quite a few members with experience putting on a Fall Hunt, so we can get plenty of help for anyone that wishes to volunteer.

SPRING HUNT: Discussion took place at the February meeting about holding a Spring Hunt in 2010. Basically it was decided to expand our informal group hunt at Carondolet Park on May 23rd, and call it the Spring Hunt. The club will buy some coins to use as prizes to encourage members to attend. The prizes will be awarded for various categories of finds made throughout the day’s hunt.
MARCH MEETING PRESENTATION:  At the February meeting we brought everyone up to date on what presentations are scheduled so far for club meetings for 2010. Bill Mathews and I have been developing a list of people to give a presentation in 2010. Included on our list so far is: At our March meeting, Jerry Rowe will be giving a presentation, “Civil War- USA” which will include displays of his many metal detecting finds of Civil War items. Jerry has visited our club in the past and does a wonderful job of telling stories about his fantastic metal detecting finds. Plan on being at the March meeting to hear about and see some great Civil War artifacts and to meet Jerry. 
MONTHLY MEETING PRESENTATIONS:
Our April meeting will include a presentation by Kim Bacon from the West County EMS and Fire Protection District on the “History of the District”. This should be a very interesting presentation so if you wish to learn more about the activities of this type of organization, how it came to be, and what services they provide, be sure to plan on attending the April meeting. Archaeologist, Joe Harl is scheduled to talk at our September meeting and details on the subject of his presentation are being worked out. Bill and I are working on getting additional speakers for the remainder of the monthly meetings. If any of you want to do a presentation yourself or have contacts or know someone that you could get to give a presentation at a club meeting, let Bill Mathews or myself know so we can add them to our planning. 
FMDAC:

Our club received information and the application for joining the FMDAC for 2010. I encourage any of you that have thoughts about joining the FMDAC for 2010 to either mail your $5.00 dues to our club treasurer or pay at a meeting. We had a few members sign up so far this year and these members have had their payment submitted. Cards will be distributed once Drew receives them from the FMDAC. It was recently discovered that apparently our check to the FMDAC for our original submittal was not received, so we will be resending those and including others that were made at the February meeting.
INFORMAL GROUP HUNTS: Last month’s newsletter contained the schedule and locations for informal group hunts for 2010. At the February meeting, discussion of the schedule took place and it was decided to interchange the dates of two of the hunts. Please update your schedule to show that this month’s hunt will be at O’Fallon Park and the July hunt will be at Creve Coeur Park (a simple switch of the two locations).
2010 INFORMAL GROUP HUNT SCHEDULE:

(revised dates only):
March 21-O’Fallon Park-West Florissant/ Highway 70
July 18- Creve Coeur Park-Dorsett Rd/ Marine
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1905 “V” nickel
Dwight Bonney

Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1926 Walking Liberty Quarter
Mike Moutray

Most Valuable Item: 1918 Walking Liberty Half-Jim Strake
Oddity: Chuckee Cheeze token
Merritt Reid

Consolation Winner: 
Religious token
Joe Wyhs

Silver raffle winners: 
Lloyd Keshinover, Drew Smith, Mike Moutray (2), Mark Wilderman, Larry Fraley, Merritt Reid
50/50 winner: 
Karen Voight
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

1943 “S” COPPER PENNY SOLD: From the Illinois and Iowa Treasure Hunter’s Club newsletter, the Dirty Five, comes an article about the recent sale at auction of a 1943-S cent for $207,000. The cent was struck in standard copper-based alloy rather than in steel, as the cents for that year were supposed to be due to wartime copper shortages. The cent is a VF-35 graded coin and is one of only seven known and was kept in a private collection until now. It was sold at a February 4-7 Long Beach Expo auction conducted by Heritage Auctions and follows, by a month, another 1943S copper cent that was sold in Florida for $218,500.
THINK YOU FOUND A METEORITE? Have you found a stone while detecting that you thought might be a meteorite? There are three types of meteorites: Stone, Iron, and Stony-Iron. Key things to remember to help you decide if what you have is a meteorite: It will be solid, not crystalline, and not layered, and will have metal grains. It will be typically brown or black on the outside and attracted to a strong magnet. Iron meteorites are rarer and are mostly nickel-iron. Stony-Iron meteorites have characteristics of stone and iron meteorites. Member Libby Treutken, has put together a nice package on meteorites and I will have it at the March meeting if you want more details to help you determine if that heavy rock you have is a real meteorite or just a “meteor-wrong.
CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2010 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues are due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. 

