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MINUTES OF THE January 2010 MEETING-Next Meeting: February 18, 2010
Attendees: 32 plus 3 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Drew Smith; 10301 Baptist Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123; 314-406-7851;

Email: KSMITHNUT@aol.com)

MEETING MINUTES: The 310TH meeting began about 7:30 PM. Seven first time visitors including Bob Leeker, Merritt Reid, Doug Range, Jack Droesch, John and Kenneth Wakefield, and Jerry Ganahl attended the meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Drew Smith, read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

JANUARY MEETING: We had a nice turnout for our first meeting of 2010 and several items were discussed as follows: Discussion included Spring and Fall Hunt planning, informal group hunt locations, FMDAC membership, presentations being developed for this year’s meetings, and other hobby related topics. The highlight of the evening was a presentation on geocaching as described below in this newsletter. 
GEO CACHING PRESENTATION: As part of this year’s plan to have speakers at many of our club meetings, we began the year with an informative one by John Elfrank, President of the St. Louis Area Geocachers Association (SLAGA). John began by telling our members about the basics of geocaching which involves using a handheld Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) receiver to find caches that are hidden all over the world. He indicated that various people hide caches of all kinds and provide the GPS coordinates for each of them, typically on internet websites. An individual can go to websites such as www.geocaching.com and find 100’s if not 1000’s of sets of coordinates of hidden caches. Using these coordinates, a person with a GPS unit can program the coordinates into the device and embark on finding the cache. Many caches can be found within the St. Louis area and even more are hidden throughout the United States. Once the geocacher has arrived in the immediate location of the cache he is searching for, he must still undergo a more detailed search of the area as caches are most often placed inside things such as hollow trees, under objects, and, in general, placed in their hiding spot in an indiscrete manner so that not everyone without a GPS receiver would easily locate it. Within the cache one typically might find various items some of which can be taken, as long as the finder replaces it with an item they brought along. There is always a log sheet so that the finder can log in the fact that he has located the cache. The finder can also place information on the geocaching website to indicate that he had found the cache. There is a large contingency of people who partake in the hobby of geocaching and John’s group is the local one for St. Louis, MO. They hold meetings and also work with the St. Louis County Parks Department to put on training sessions on how to use a GPS receiver and Geocaching 101. You can check out their website at www.geostl.com for more information about this great hobby. As a courtesy of John coming to our club meeting, our club will be giving a couple of metal detecting presentations to their club during February and March. Bill Mathews, Drew Smith, and I will be giving the presentation.

2010 FALL HUNT: At the January meeting, initial discussion about the 2010 Fall Hunt took place with the usual request being made by yours truly for a volunteer to serve as Huntmaster for the event. No takers, so far, so if anyone wishes to get the satisfaction of serving as Huntmaster, let it be known at a meeting or send me a note. We have some silver left over that we bought previously at a lower price, though we probably will need to get more during the year to meet our needs completely. I plan on attending the local coin show on February 12th to see if I can get some bargains. We have quite a few members with experience putting on a Fall Hunt, so we can get plenty of help for anyone that wishes to volunteer.

SPRING HUNT: Some discussion took place at the January meeting about holding a Spring Hunt in 2010. Basically it was decided to expand our informal group hunt in May, and call it the Spring Hunt. Further discussion about perhaps including some prizes or some other features to encourage attendance will take place before the hunt is finalized. Stay tuned for details.
PLANS FOR CLUB MEETINGS FOR 2010:  At the January meeting we talked about what everyone wants to see at club meetings for 2010. Bill Mathews and I have been developing a list of people to contact to see if they are willing to come to a meeting and give a presentation in 2010. Included on our list so far is: At our March meeting, Jerry Rowe will be giving a presentation, “Civil War- USA” which will include displays of his many metal detecting finds of Civil War items. Jerry has visited our club in the past and does a wonderful job of telling stories about his fantastic metal detecting finds. Plan on being at the March meeting to hear about and see some great Civil War artifacts and to meet Jerry. Our April meeting will include a presentation by Kim Bacon from the West County EMS and Fire Protection District on the “History of the District”. This should be a very interesting presentation so if you wish to learn more about the activities of this type of organization, how it came to be, and what services they provide, be sure to plan on attending the April meeting. Bill and I are working on getting additional speakers and for the September meeting, we have local archaeologist, Joe Harl Scheduled to give a presentation. I will have more to discuss on this at the February meeting and will add details about it in future newsletters.  If any of you want to do a presentation yourself or have contacts or know someone that you could get to give a presentation at a club meeting, let Bill Mathews or myself know so we can add them to our planning. For the February meeting, I have done some research and plan to give a presentation myself on the history of St. Charles, MO and some of the areas surrounding St. Charles. If you wish to join in with me on the discussion, bring your material to the meeting and feel free to participate.  
FMDAC:

Our club received information and the application for joining the FMDAC for 2010. I encourage any of you that have thoughts about joining the FMDAC for 2010 to either mail your $5.00 dues to our club treasurer or pay at a meeting. We had a few members sign up so far this year and these members have had their payment submitted. Card will be distributed once Drew receives them from the FMDAC.
INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: I have put together ideas for places to use for our informal group hunts for 2010 and if any of you that have some ideas of new parks or other places we can try, let me know about them and we can add them to our hunt schedule or adjust it accordingly. Maybe we need to think about some sites that are a bit of a drive from St. Louis or if any of you want to do some research these cold months and can come up with some new locations, let us know. I am sure that some of the smaller towns within driving distance of St. Louis have some parks or sites that might be worth checking out. To get us started, I have included a tentative schedule for hunt sites within this newsletter and will update it, if necessary, as the year goes along. I will make any changes known in future newsletters and on our website.
2010 INFORMAL GROUP HUNT SCHEDULE:

March 21-Creve Coeur Park-Dorsett Rd/ Marine
April 18-LaFayette Park-LaFayette/Mississippi
May 23-(Spring Hunt)-Carondolet Park-Loughborough/Hiway 55
June 20-Forest Park-Hampton/Hiway 64
July 18-O’Fallon Park-West Florissant/Hiway 70
August 22-Rock Springs Park-Alton, IL
Sept 12-Chain of Rocks Park-Lookaway Drive (off Riverview)
Oct 24-Blanchette Park- St. Charles, MO, Randolph Street
Nov 21-Spanish Lake Park-Spanish Pond Road off Bellefountaine
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1925 Mercury Dime
James Strake

Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1942 Walking Liberty half-Dan Forth
Most Valuable Item: Watch Fob
Ian Phillips

Oddity: Laxative printing plate
Mike Heisler

Consolation Winner: 
British two pence
Dan Harvey

Silver raffle winners: 
Liz Rath, Jerry Ganahl, Mike Heisler, Kelly Faust, Zack Phillips, Ian Phillips, Mike Lauri, Dan Harvey
50/50 winner: 
Andy Anderson
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD BOOK: For those of you that might have an interest in reading about the history of the narrow gauge railroad that connected Florissant to St. Louis, you can get a book on the subject written by Florissant Historian, Rosemary Davison, titled, “Rail, Mail, and Dreams”. It tells the story of Erastus Wells and others whose vision became a reality in 1878 when the West End Narrow Gauge Railroad Company opened the line to Florissant. It only operated a few years, was an electrified line and trolleys ran from Florissant to St. Louis until the 1930’s. In the early 1890’s the first true Rail Post Office came into being along this electric line. Mail was sorted and canceled while on its route and a letter written in Florissant in the morning could be delivered in St. Louis in the afternoon. Call Historic Florissant, Inc. at 314-921-7055 or visit their office in the Gittemeier House, 1067 Dunn Road, Florissant to obtain the book which sells for $15.00.
CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2010 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues are due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail) so that you know when to pay. 
ALWAYS METAL DETECT IN A PROFESSIONAL MANNER AND FILL ALL HOLES. MAY THAT NEXT COIN YOU FIND BE A REALLY GOOD ONE.

