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MINUTES OF THE March 2010 MEETING-Next Meeting: April 15, 2010
Attendees: 35 plus 2 Board Members

Club Officers: President/Newsletter Editor; Roger Horrom; 12683 Shepherd Drive, Florissant, MO 63033;



314-838-9755   Email: rhorrom@mindspring.com


Vice-President: Bill Mathews; 1024 Amsterdam, Ballwin, MO  63011



636-227-6266    Email: wlmjamrgm@sbcglobal.net



Treasurer: Drew Smith; 10301 Baptist Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123; 314-406-7851;

Email: KSMITHNUT@aol.com)

MEETING MINUTES: The 312TH meeting began about 7:30 PM. First time visitors included Chris Winkler and Michael Schaper.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer, Drew Smith, read the Treasurer’s Report and it was approved as read. 

MARCH MEETING: We had a nice turnout for the March meeting and several items were discussed as follows: Discussion included Spring and Fall Hunt planning, FMDAC membership, and presentations being developed for this year’s meetings. The highlight of the meeting was a presentation by Jerry Rowe on all the great metal detecting finds he has made over the years related to the U. S. Civil War. 
 2010 FALL HUNT: At the March meeting, discussion about the 2010 Fall Hunt took place with the usual request being made by yours truly for a volunteer to serve as Huntmaster for the event. No takers, so far, so if anyone wishes to get the satisfaction of serving as Huntmaster, let it be known at a meeting or send me a note. We have quite a few members with experience putting on a Fall Hunt, so we can get plenty of help for anyone that wishes to volunteer.

SPRING HUNT: The Spring Hunt will be an expanded version of our informal group hunt at Carondolet Park on May 23rd. I have ordered some coins from the coin shop to use as prizes for the event. The prizes will be awarded for various categories of finds made throughout the day’s hunt. If you want the chance to win a nice old coin, plan on attending and bring a sack lunch and something to drink for yourself. The hunt will run from about 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM at which time the prizes will be given out. If you can’t stay until 3:00, record your finds with me and if you should win a prize, we will be sure to get it to you at a later time.
MARCH MEETING PRESENTATION:  At our March meeting, Jerry Rowe gave a presentation, “Civil War- USA” which included displays of his many metal detecting finds of Civil War items. Jerry does a wonderful job of telling stories about his fantastic metal detecting finds and this presentation proved to be no exception. Jerry has spent almost 32 years metal detecting and has done a meticulous job of identifying and labeling all his finds. He has done an extraordinary job of researching both the locations he has hunted and also the detailed information he has for all his finds. Jerry started detecting in 1970 with an $82 Jetco Detector. He has hunted in 22 States including Texas and Hawaii, and has hunted in various foreign countries. Jerry has been President of and associated with several metal detecting clubs and an authorized White’s distributor. Following the meeting, Jerry sent me a nice write-up describing his metal detecting career and a detailed list of his many finds-I will have this at the April meeting if you want to take a look at it and see what a lot of hard work can produce. Jerry is still looking for that elusive gold coin, a U. S. half cent, three cent (nickel), and a trade dollar, but he says he will keep on trying. 
APRIL MEETING PRESENTATION:
Our April meeting will include a presentation by Kim Bacon from the West County EMS and Fire Protection District on the “History of the District”. This should be a very interesting presentation so if you wish to learn more about the activities of this type of organization, how it came to be, and what services they provide, be sure to plan on attending the April meeting. 
SINKHOLE BATTLEFIELD SURVEY: Club member, Tim Ragsdale, at last month’s meeting, invited members to join him in a battlefield survey on private property north of O’Fallon, MO. The site is currently a cornfield and is located near where Fort Howard existed in 1815. A small battle between Indians, and settlers staying in the fort, took place with several settlers and Indians being killed before it was over. About twelve of us attended the hunt and while a few items were found, none appeared to be related to the battle that took place, Tim is checking out the finds and we will discuss it more at the April meeting. Thanks goes to Tim for the opportunity to participate in this interesting endeavor. 
1834 SCHOOL SITE: I was invited by Geocaching members Steve and Dee Shear to hunt the property of the home they live in. Their home is Walnut Creek School, an 1834 school house, located north of St. Charles. I went to the site last week and was greeted by Dee who took time to tell me a bit about the school and the history of the area. I hunted the site for a couple of hours, only finding a single 1953 wheat cent. The soil was very sandy and the area has experienced flooding over the years which leads me to believe that any older coins are residing much deeper than I was able to detect.
FMDAC:

Our club received information and the application for joining the FMDAC for 2010. I encourage any of you that have thoughts about joining the FMDAC for 2010 to either mail your $5.00 dues to our club treasurer or pay at a meeting. We had a few members sign up so far this year and these members have had their payment submitted. Cards will be distributed once we receive them from the FMDAC. Note: If you paid your FMDAC dues at last November’s meeting, Please let me know as we are missing the name of one member and I need to find out who it was so I can get the membership submitted.
FINDS OF THE MONTH WINNERS:
Oldest U. S. Coin: 

1804 Draped Bust cent
Rick Moore

Most Valuable U. S. coin: 1900 Indian cent
Dwight Bonney

Most Valuable Item: British Supor 303
Joe Wyhs

Oddity: Metal Truck
Andy Anderson

Consolation Winner: 
Religious Medallion
Jim Strake
Silver raffle winners: 
Mike Heisler (2), Tom Van Leuven, Leonard Maierhoffer, Andy Anderson, Liz Rath, Dan Forth, Kelly Faust
50/50 winner: 
Matt Koppen
Five members won silver dimes in the door prize drawing

TREASURE HUNT: The 39th annual Indian Territory Treasure Hunt presented by the Indian Territory Treasure Hunters Club, Inc. of Tulsa, OK takes place May 29 and 30. It will be held 4 miles west of Sapulpa, OK on Highway 66. I will have a hunt flyer at the April meeting.
CLUB WEBSITE: The club website: www.midwestcoinshooters.com is up and running. If you have an article you would like to have posted on the site, send it to me via email or bring it to a meeting.
CLUB DUES: Club dues for 2010 will remain at $25.00 for individual membership and $10.00 for each additional family member living at the same address. Dues are due during the month which you joined the club. I will continue to send a notice of dues payment with newsletters (via email or regular mail). 
INFORMAL GROUP HUNT: Last month’s informal group hunt was rained out (as far as I know as I was near Kansas City that day and they had about 5 inches of snow on the ground). This month’s hunt will be at LaFayette Park near Lafayette and Mississippi. Come as early as you want and stay as late as you wish. We have found some good old coins there in the past and maybe there are still a few waiting to be dug up.

